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CONCERN IN e 12D 
| Fundamental ARrTICLEs 
F AI 


RUTH and Charity are no leſs eſ- 
ſential to a Chriſtian, than Reaſon is 
to a Man: The former isclaim'd by 
all, how widely ſoever they diffe: 

among themſelves; the latter is ſome- 

times not only pretended to, but as it were in- 
groſs d by many, who, from the manner of their 
treating thoſe who differ from them, give the 

Standers by occaſion to conclude, that if weigh'd 
in a juſt Balance, they alſo would be found want - 

| ing. But my Defign in the following Pages is to 

enquire into the Nature of theſe excellent Endow- 
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$4 of Men 8 Preten- 9 


Thou his. 2 a narrow Cot pa, 
confic er Charity, not as compriſing all hols Off 9 
of Kindneſs which we owe. 75 Mankind in 
general, as it is the Summ of the ſecond Table of 
the Moral Law; but principally as it reſpects 
our Sentiments of Men, embracing a ſett of No- 
tions in Religion, which we call true or falſe; 
and therefore we ſhall not conſider 774th as hav- 
E = Things founded on juſt Evidence for its 
; bur as depending on 4 Divine Teſtimony, 
— as 8 able 2 Referee to, and Connexion 
with, Salvation. We have therefore in this Ar- 
gument no immediate Concern, with thoſe who 
deny divine Revelation, or others-who ſet human 
Authority on a Level with i 15 and therefore r 3 
it for _ 
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Rule of Truth, the Standard by which 'tis to be 
tried, and the Treaſury in, which 'tis contain'd. 
That indeed which particular Perſons judge true 
may not be ſo, and the only Reaſon is, becauſe tis 
not an expreſs Text of Scripture, or a juſt Deduc- : 
tion from it: However, that ſome Scripture Con- 
ſequences are juſt, is no hard Matter to prove; 
but it is not our Buſineſs at preſent to determine 
what are ſo, nor do we reckon.'em ſo becauſe they 
are ours, but we muſt ſuppoſe: that ſome are ſo; 
for if no Man ever drew a juſt Conſequence from 
Seripture, it has hitherto been of no Uſe to thoſe 
that have enquir'd'ints the Senſe thereof; and then 
no Docttines deliver'd from the Pulpits, ſince the 
Apoſtles Time, are to be depended on, otherwiſe - 
then as probable, but was no Foundation of 
Certainty; and then our Religion would be brought 
into very narrow Limits; and tis well, 4 while: 
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bliſk the Infallibility of Mas Reaſobing. * 15 1 I 


not ſet afideithoſe Con es which are felf-es 


vident, and by that means open a Door to 955 5 


ticiſm, and deny them; though equi ſt Wi 
that Methed of. Nr e Pra 51 
the Sctiptures to be the Word of G 0D e 
other Principle of Religion deduced from chence z 
which we cannot ſafely do, though not cotitaih's 
in expreſs Words therein; ard whatever Conſequen- 
ces are juſt, are to bo believed, becauſe they are fo, 


without Regard to'the Authority of hit that 


infers *em. 

THr1s Argument might be maintaigpdd withour 
much Difficulty z but a Reverend Brother has 
judiciouſſy manag'd it, and is able to maintain 
what he has advanc'd, when à Repl * thereunto 
ſhall render it neceſſary. All that I ſhall infer 
from thence is, That whatever Doctrine contains 
a juſt or true Senſe of Scripture, is Scripture, and 

ought to be deem'd ſo, not only by him who. 
makes the Deduction, but by all Men. 
II. 

EV R 1 Part of Scripture das one determi 
nate Senſe, or no Scripture contains tws conti 
| Senſes; tis true, many of the Words us'd therein 

will admit of various, and ſometimes contrary Sen- 
ſed, as is common in all Languages; but that the 

Mind of the Holy Ghoſt , conveyed by 78 4 Word, 
is to be taken but in one determinate Sen e (which. 
we are often at a Loſs to know; from whence 
ariſe various Conjectures, according to the various 
Sentiments of R is ey obvious; for o- 
tterwils 
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$ III. „%%% l gobfay 
Trou the Truth and Authority of eve- 
ry Part of Scripture be the ſame, inaſmuch as tis 
equally iꝝſpir d by the ſame infallible Spirit; yet 
its U/efulneſs, or immediate Subſerviency to Sal- 
vation, which we call the Inportance thereof, can- 
not be ſuppos'd to be the fame, as to all the Do- 
ctrines or Hiſtorical Narrations which it contains. 
Thus the Order and Time in which this lower 
World was fram'd, the Genealogies interſpers d thro”. 
many parts of Scripture, the Wars of Judah and 


| {frael, and the Hiſtory of the Affairs of other Na- 


tions, with which they had to do, and many o- 

ther Things related, concerning the Providence of 
Gop to his Church; though they are not only 
infallibly true, but exceedingly delightful and uſe- 
ful to anſwer many Ends, far more valuale than 
any that can be attain'd by the beſt Hiſtories of 
human Compoſure; yet theſe cannot be ſuppos'd - 
to be of equal Importance with other parts of 
Scripture, containing the Hiſtory of the Life and 
Death of our Bleſſed Saviour; the ſame may be 
obſery'd concerning many other Doctrines con- 


tain'd in Scripture. But becauſe this Head is prin- 


cipally to be conſider'd in our preſent Argument, 


We ought to be more particular in the Proof there= 
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: And this 1 
duction of all the particular Doctrines, that may 


be concluded to be of the higheſt: Importance z . 


but by laying down a general Rule, whereby we 
may Junge f 
when duly conſfider'd, *twill eaſily appear that one 
Doctrine is of far greater Importance than ano- 


ter; the Rule I wou d lay down, is, that every 
Doctrine is of greater or leſs Importance, accor- 
ding to its Tendency, to anſwer the great End, 


for which the Scripture was given, viz. the pro- 


moting true Religion, which conſiſts in our advan- 


cing, and having becoming 'Thoughts of the di- 
vine Perfections, and worſhipping Go p agreea- 


bly thereunto, as thoſe who expect the End of 


their Faith, even the Salbution of their Souls. That 
theſe things are of the laſt Importance, I need not 
prove; and 'tis as evident, that they are ſo con- 


nected, that one cannot be attain'd without the 


other; and that every Doctrine contain'd in Scrip- 


ture, has not an equal Tendency to anſwer theſe 


Ends will be allow d. But if it be enquir'd, what 
kind of Doctrines thoſe are? It might be anſwer'd, 


Such as are 1 in, and are the very Baſis and 
, All _—_ Worſhip. Of this kind 


Foundation o 


are thoſe which truly fix and determine the Object 


| thereof, and direct us to give it to no other bur 


a Divine Perſon, who only can have a Right to 
it, as having all divine Perfections; and that there 


are more than one Divine Perſon who have theſe 


Perfections, on which this Right to Worſhip is 
founded; and as to the Mode of Morſbip, that 
ſinful Man is to have Acceſs to Gop, and may 


hope for Acceptance with him, in and thro' a 


Mediator, who is both Go p and Man, of which 
Ve have ſo plain and large an Account in Scri 
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ture; alſo that this Acceſs is the Reſult of 2 1 


Divine Aſiſtance, and particularly, tis by one S. 
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to be beliey'd, is plain from the Account we have 
in Scripture, of the Nature of inſtituted Wore 
ſhip 3 o that without it, the Foundation of re- 
— Religion is fapp'd,. and a full Stoꝑ put to it 
in Aa Chriſtian World, which profeſles: to be 
built, upon the. Foundation of the Apoſtles and Pro- 
phets, JESUS CHRIST himſelf being the chief 
Corner Stone. And that a Directory for true Re- 
ligion is to be found no where elle, thoſe who 
own the Neceflity, as well as the Sufficiency and 
Authority thereof, will allow. Several other Doc- 
trines ſubſervient to Religion, and involv d in it, 
might have been inſtanc'd in; but what has been 
Aid is ſufficient to prove the general Poſition laid 
down, that ſome Dactrines are of f greater Aue 
tance than others. . 28 | 
$ -IV. 5 
Fuo' every ching aſſerted contrary to the 
genuine Senſe of Scripture is an Error; yet eve- 
ry Error of that Nature is not ſinful. In conſi- 
dering the /znocency or. Sinfulneſs of Error, we 
have nothing to de in our preſent Argument _ 
that which is invincible, ariſing more eſpecially 
fromthe want of Diwine. Revelation'; for we ſup- 
poſc-a Perſon enquiring into, and miſtaken about 
the Senſe of Scripture; now to. underſtand the 
Senſe of Scripture, is either to have a perfect and 
adequate Conception of a Doctrine oontain d there- 
in, or elſe to have a juſt Idea of it, fo far as it may 
be comprehended by us: In the former Senſe, 
—— arc * awe. Dochtinns which, the en »; 
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e are to. ie is | Thar theſe e 
- of the bighef Importance, and. abſolutely. neceſſar x 
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proceeds from the Difproportion that thefe is be 
tween the Object and the Faculty, which'isconver= = 
fant about it. Our Enquiries indeed concerning theſe - 
divine Myſterico, may be fo circumſtantiated, as tu renn 
der them ſinful; as when they are attended with a 
vain Conceit, that what is immenſe may be brought 
within the Compaſs of a finite Mind; or with a2 
Bold Curiofity in ſearching into what belongs not to 
us to know, nor indeed 1s poſſible to be xnowWn. 
E R RO R, in the latter Senſe, as refer'd 
to Scripture Doctrines, which come within the 
Reach of our Conceptions, or may in a con- 
ſiderable Degree be comprehended by us, is our 
not taking in the true Senſe of what is reveul d, 
ariſing from our not rightly 1 the 
Propriety of the Languages, in which the Scrip- 
tures were wrote; the Import of the Phraſes uſed 
by the Holy Ghoſt therein, or from a Defect᷑ in our 
arguing, as when we infer Conſequences that are f 
not juſt from Scripture Premiſſes; now though 
this be a Defect, it cannot in every Inftance Le 
reckon'd /inful ; for though two contradictory 
Propoſitions can't be both true, yet differing Per= 
ſons may aſſert what is contradictory to each other; ; 
in which Caſe one muſt err, who, not withſtand- 
ing at the fame Time, may not be chargeable with. 
Sin; as in thoſe Inſtances, in which the Object 
or Mode of Worſhip is not immediately concern'd, 
the Foundation of it weaken'd, nor the Error in 
the leaſt ſubverſive thereof, nor of what is immediate- 
ly ſubſervient thereunto. Thus if I think that 
Melchixedect, mention'd in Gen. xiv. was CHRIST 
aſſuming the Form or Likeneſs of the human Na- 
ture, to anſwer that preſent Occaſion, and to give 
an Emblem of his future Incarnation, as he did ( 
in various other Inſtances z and another thinks | 
that he was an Inhabitant of the Land of Canaan,ha- 
ving the Character and Dignity of a Prizf and 
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Kung, we can't both be free from Error; but I 
hope ve are neither of us to be charg'd with Sin: Or 


if with a becoming Humility and Reverence, agreea- 


ble to the Greatneſs of the Myſtery, I conceive 


thoſe Scriptures, which ſpeak of a Subordination 
of the Son to the Father, are better underſtood, 


and may be vindicated more conſiſtently with his 
divine Glory, as a ſelf exiſting Being, by ſuppo- 


ſing that they all refer to him as Mediator; in 
which ſenſe he is not only ſubordinate, but a Sub- 
ject; and another, tho' allowing this to be true 
in many Inſtances, yet thinks, that ſome of thoſe 


Scriptures may as well be accounted for, by aſſert- 
ing, that the Son is ſubordinate to the Father, as 
begotten by a neceſſary Communication of the di- 


vine Eſſence, in which Reſpect, the Father is the 
Fountain of the Deity, or of the Trinity : One of 
us is doubtleſs miſtaken, as to the Senſe. of thoſe 
Scriptures, from which our differing Sentiments 
are deduc'd ; but we have both a Deſign to ſet 
forth the Glory of the Son, as Go p, equal with 


the Father, and as having a diſtinct Perſonality from 


him; we both defire to honour the Son as we ho- 
nour the Father, and neither of our Sentiments are 


ſubverſive hereof ; therefore neither of us is guil- 


ty of a ſinful, much leſs of a dangerous Miſtake 


a x 
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but to paſs by other Inſtances that might be men- 


8 - „ | 
THE Sinfulneſs of Error confiſts principally in 


its Efetts and Conſequences ; and theſe are either the 
begetting in the Mind unwarrantable and unbe- 
coming Thoughts of Go p and divine Things, 
or incapacitating us for his Service. Not to have 
right Conceptions of the great Go p contains not 
.only an Abſurdity in it ſelf, but hereby an Injury 
is offer'd, and a Reflection caſt upon him; and if 
ſo, whatever is an Inducement thereunto, or the | 


Spring 
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Spring from whence it proceeds; much more that 
which renders theſe unworthy Thoughts of him = 
in ſome ſenſe neceſſary, muſt be reckon'd ſinful. 

THAr Error alſo is ſinful, which rendersa Perſon 
altogether unfit, rightly to perform that religious 
Worſhip, or other Acts of Duty which we oweto 
Gop ; for whatſoever is indiſpenſably our Duty, 
the bare Non- performance of it is culpable or 

criminal, for thereby we deny him the Glory due 
to his Name; and if this is occaſion'd by Error, 
that cannot be altogether clear from the like 
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ER RO RVS ſubverſive of the fundamental Ar- 
ticles of Faith, or ſuch as contain a Denial of thoſe 
Truths which are of the higheſt Importance, are 
inconſiſtent with the divine Favour, and a Right 
and Title to eternal Life, as well as Unholineſs and 
Immorality in Practice. They who make no Pre- 
tenſions to Religion, will ſcarce deny its Neceſſity 
to. Salvation; and therefore tis reckon d no Inſtance 
of Uncharitableneſs to aſſert that Irreligion ex- 
cludes from it; and this is applicable, not only to 
the outward and more groſs Acts of Immorality 
and Prophaneneſs, but to the Habits and Princi- 
ples from whence they proceed, which are alſo 
the Object of divine Diſpleaſure; this, I think, 
needs no Proof, for though human Judicature takes 
no Cognifance of any other but overt Acts, be- 
cauſe none can judge beyond what is apparent to 
him; the Caſe is otherwiſe, when we have to do 
with the Searcher of Hearts. Let me alſo add, 
that the total Suſpenſion of internal Religion, 
when a Perſon has nothing more than what is 
contain'd in the outward Form thereof, which 
hardly deſerves the Name of Religion, is diſplea- 
ſing to Gop, and diſqualifies 2 Salvation, as 
well as Irreligion in the more notorious Inſtances 
8 „ thereof; 
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thereof; for this is in Effect to deny the Allegi- 3 
ance due from us, as Subjects, and neglecting 
to pay the Debt we owe him as Creatures; — 
ſuch an one may truly be ſaid to live without GOD 
in the World, and therefore without Hope; as well 
as another, whoſe Oppoſition to the divine Laws, 
is a more viſible Argument that he does ſo, and 
conſequently that he has no Right to eternal Life. 
This, I preſume, will alſo be allow'd, and therefore 
the Thing that I am to evince, is that the deny- 
ing the moſt important or e eee Articles of 
Faith (which how they may be known, has been 
before conſider'd) is pernicious in its Conſequen- 
ces, as well as Irreligion or Unholineſs ef Heart 
and Life; though I don't ſay that they are equal- 
ly aggravated, or alike diſpleaſing to Go p; which 
that 1 may do, I need only prove that there is 
ſomething in the one, which renders a Perſon un- 
meet for the Fruition of Go p, and the heavenly. 
State, as well as the other. That this may appear, 
let us conſider that ſinful Actions, or even a Suſ- 
penſion of good ones, which, we ſuppoſe, diſ- 
pleaſing to GOD, ariſe from, and are refer'd to 
the erroneous Dictates of the Mind, as not afſent- 
ing to, or diſbelieving divine Truths; fo that the 
firſt Detect is in the Vnderſtanding, and this leads 
to Irreligion and Immorality, which are ſeated in 
the Mill, which acts under the Conduct and Di- 
rection thereof; if therefore the Dictates of the 
Underſtanding lead to ſinful Actions, they are not 
excuſable from the Guilt and Conſequence there- 
of. Thus if Idolatry be a Sin, then the Mind 
that preients a wrong Object, is involv'd in Guilt, 
and its erroneous Dictates chargeable, as well as 
the Will, which is more directly and immediate- 
ly fo; and if the bare Suſpenſion of Religion might 
be abſtracted from thoſe acts of Irreligion, which 
are poiltive, Which is, as has Leen conſider'd, diſ- 
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pleaſing to Gop; or if the aot worſhipping a Di: 
vine Perſon, who has a Right to worſhip, be a 
Crime, becauſe a Neglect to pay the juſt Debt ve 
owe Him; then an erroneous Mind, ſo far as it is 
concern'd herein, muſt be chargeable with the 
Crime and its Conſequents. Tis for this Reaſon 
doubtleſs, chat the Scripture ſo often repreſents it 
as a Matter of the laſt Importance, to k&zow GoD 
and divine Things immediately ſubſervient to Re- 
ligion; and denounces the ſevereſt Threatnings a- 
gainſt thoſe who are ignorant thereof: Thus we are 
told that tis Life Eternal, that is abſolutely neceſſary 
thereunto, to know the only true Go D, and JESUS: 
CHRIST whom be hath ſent. And on the other 
Hand, there are the higheſt Inſtances of Divine 
Diſpleaſure, expreſs'd by the pouring forth of his 
Wrath, and his taking Vengeance on them, 
who know him not, as well as thoſe who obey not 
the Goſpel; and the Reaſon is evident, becauſe the 
one neceſſarily flows from the other. Our Saviour 
alſo tells the Fews, I ye believe not that Jam He, 
that is, that / am the 6wy, or the I Am, or ſelf, 
exiſting Being, or He whoſe Name alone is Jeho- 
vah ; or elſe if you believe not that I am the Me/- 
fiah, He that was expected before, to come into 
- the World with that Character, and as ſuch to 
bring about the great Work of Redemption, which 
Avi arc ſo immediately concern'd to know and be- 
1eve, you ſhall dye in your Sins. 8 

SEVERAL things of the like Nature might 
be collected from Scripture, which we paſs over, 
and ſhall only add, that if ſome Doctrines contain'd 
therein, are not neceſſary to be known to Salva- 
tion, then divine Revelation it {elf would not be 
neceſſary, and the Principles of natural Religion 
would be ſufficient, though the Scripture were 
loſt; but this is very contrary to the Apoſtle PauPs 

Method of arguing, Rom. x. 1 3. where he aſſert 3 
L504 : | 4 Con» 5 ; E 
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24 Connection between the Exerciſe of Religion, 
or calling upon the Name of the Lo RD, and Salva- 
ion, which will more eaſily be allow'd; and then 

he aſſerts the Neceſſity of Faith to Religion, or call- 
ing on G0 p, and in Order to that, the Neceſſity 
ot hearing, which cometh by the Word of Gop; 
therefore the Word of Go p is neceſſary to Sal- 
vation, which it can't be, if its moſt important 
Doctrines are not neceſſary to be known and be- 
lieved in order thereunto. I might add, which 
will ſilence, if it does not convince, that they 
who deny the Neceſſity of believing Scripture Doc- 
trines unto Salvation, allow, as apprehending it 
does not concern themſelves, that it is neceſſary to 
Salvation to believe there is a Go p, and conſe- 
quently that Speculative Atheiſm excludes from his 
Favour ; and what is the Reaſon that this 1s of 
fo dangerous a Tendency, bur becauſe all Religi- 
on is hereby excluded? Therefore I might hence 
infer, that the denying Scriprure Revelation, and 
particularly the moſt important Articles of Faith, 
or perverting them, which is in Effect the ſame, 
as much excludes true Religion, as Atheiſm does 
Religion in general; and what is Religion if it be 
not true? Therefore if the one be allow'd to be 
important, and the Diſbelief thereof pernicious, 
why thould the ſame be denied with reſpect to the 
other? 9 9 ; WP 
I.x it be objected, that Atheiſm is contrary to 
the Dictates of Nature, and is a Denial of what 
1s manifeſt to any one, who makes uſe of his rea- 
ſoning Faculty; to this it may be anſwer'd. That 
the Method by which a Doctrine may be known, 
whether it be more or leſs obvious, does not make 
the Doctrine it ſelf of greater or leſs Importance, 
and makes no Alteration as to its Tendency, to an- 
ſwer certain Ends to which it is ſubſervient, there- 
fore that adds no weight to the objection: But 
| our 
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our Buſineſs is only to enquire, what Influence :fpe» 


 culative Atheiſm, or the Denial of the moſt impor- 
tant Articles of Faith, contain'd in Scripture, have 
on Religion ? And if they are equally inconſiſtent 
with the true Religion or Worſnip of Go p, then 
if one be allow'd to be of a dangerous Conſequence, 
the other muſt not be denied to be ſo. 
Ir the Diſtinction concerning Religion in gene- 
ral, and the true Religion, be ſuppos'd not to have 
any relation to Salvation; let me add, that what- 
ever Perſons may call the true Religion, agreeable 
to their different way of underſtanding Scripture; 
yet certainly there is ſuch a 2 which may 
juſtly be fo call'd; and if to worſhip Go p, as 
Go p, deſerves that Character, then that is as ne- 
ceſſary as any one can ſuppoſe Religion in general 
to be; and indeed all Worſhip without it has no- 
thing more than the Name; and if none can wor- 
ſhip Go p aright, without his own Preſcription, 


and that rightly underſtood, r as to what 
7 


concerns the Eſſentials thereof, and in particular 
the divine Glory of its Object; then the denying 
thoſe Scripture Doctrines, which are neceſſarily 
ſubſervient thereunto, are equally dangerous with 
ſpeculative Atheiſm, which is allow'd to exclude 
= the Favour of Gop. „ 1 
Ix this be reckon'd an hard Saying, bordering 
on Uncharitableneſs, let it be conſider d that it ra- 
ther reſpects the Doctrines themſelves, than the 
Perſons that hold em. But if it be ſaid that theſe 
two are not to be ſeparated, but he that holes per- 
nicious Doctrines, muſt be in danger of periſhing. 
I pretend not to ſet Bounds to the Mercy which 
 Gop may have in Store not only for thoſe who 

deny the moſt important Articles of Faith, but 
even for Atheiſts and immoral Perſons : *Tis not. 
for us to pretend to determine the final Eſtate 
of Perſons, to whom a compaſſionate Gon, 
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is able to give Repentanceto the Acknowledement of 
the Truth; nevertheleſs we are bound, unleſs the 
Arguments alledg'd appear mconclufive, to aſſert 
fome Doctrines to be of a dangerous Tendency 
not as expreſſing any Hatred againſt thoſe that hold 
dem, but as a Motive which we deſire to be in- 
fluenc'd by, to acknowledge the Kindneſs of Pro- 
vidence, if we are led into the Knowledge of the 
contrary Truth; or to excite us to a more diligent 
ſearch of Scripture, that we may attain the Know- 
ledge thereof, and be further eftabliſh'd therein. 
4 22 § vII. 4 
As the moſt fncere difinterefled Inquiry after 
Truth don't render him who denics it /e/s errone- 
015, ſo it does not render the Truth it felt 4% ne- 
ce//ary to be known or believed by him; the for- 
mer of theſe none will deny, ſince Miſtakes don't 
take their Denomination from (however they may 
be ſometimes occaſion'd by) a Defect of Diligence 
or Impartiality in our Inquiries after Truth, but 
from their Contrariety and Oppoſition to it; and 
as for the latter, ſince the Importance of a Doc- 
trine, as has been before conſidered, conſiſts in its 
Subſerviency to Religion and Salvation; there is no 
reaſon to ſuppoſe that the ſame Truth may be of 
Importance or neceſſary to Salvation to one, and 
not ſo to another. It will be hard to prove, that 
the ſincere Inquirer after it may be religious, and 
ſo have a Right to eternal Life, without right! 
underſtanding or believing thoſe Doctrines which 
are ſubſervient to Religion, and neceſſary to be 
known to Salvation, ſo that no Man's 
State is to be reckon'd deſperate, but his who 
through a ſupine N 2 omits to enquire af- 
ter it, or is prepoſſeſſed with Prejudice in favour of 
one ſide, or partial in his Enquiries. 
W x are in order to our evincing the Truth of 
this Propoſition; to conſider what it is that affects 
on 33 a Man's 
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69 
a Man's State ſo far as to render him the Object 
of divine Diſpleaſure; and to prove that it is the 
denying, or not believing thoſe Articles of Faith, 
which we call the moſt important, and not meer- 
ly his not uſing thoſe ſincere Endeayours to know . 
them, which he ought to have done, that brin 
him under this Inconvenience. We muſt there- 
fore aſſert, that thoſe Errors are pernicious which 
are ſubverſive of Religion, as directed by, and con- 
tain'd in, divine Revelation, whatever be the 
Spring or ſuperadded Aggravation of them, If this 
be not true, then twill follow either that a Man 
may be ſaved without Religion, or elſe, be religi- 
ous without knowing thoſe Things which are di- 
rectly and immediately ſubſervient thereunto; and 
that he may be ſaved without worſhipping aright, 
or elſe may worſhip aright, without having juſt 
Ideas of the Object and Rule thereof, as contain'd 
in Scripture ; but this muſt be allow'd to be pre- 
poſterous, by all who own the Neceſſity of, and 
pay a due Regard to, divine Revelation. 
HowEeveR, the contrary is maintained by ma- 
ny, who argue, that nothing renders a Perſon the 
Object of divine Diſpleaſure, but what is in our 
Power to avoid: Or, that Sin, which is a Tranſ- 
greſſion of the divine Law, has not its Reſidence 
in the Underſtanding, but the Will; and there- 
fore the divine Reſentment reſpects not what we 
think agreeably to the Evidence that preſents it 
ſelf to us, but what we do; from whence it will 
follow, that all Errors, abſtracted from the Wil- 
fulneſs which may attend them, are equally inno- 
_ and have none of them a pernicious Ten- 
ency. Mts | + 0 
To this it may be reply'd, that this Method of 
arguing, ſuppoſes ſome Things which are not to be 
allowed, viz. that it is poſſible for the Mind to be 
perverted, as to its Ideas about divine Truth, and 
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the moſt important Articles thereof; and yet the 
Will, at the ſame Time, not to be 1 in the leaſt af⸗ 
fected therewith, which never was nor can be true 
in Fact: Thus it is impoſſible for a Man to be 
miſtaken about the Nature of Good or Evil, with 
a particular Application thereof to himſelf; or a- 
bout what is neceſſary ta Salvation, or Who is the 
Object of religious Worſhip, and how we are to 
perform it, but the Will muſt be ſome way or 
other affected with it, ſo that hereby a good or a 
ſinful Action 1s introduced ; thus 2 an erroneous 
Mind ſuggeſts that the Son and Spirit are not to 
be worſhipped-as God ; can the Will be altoge- 
ther unaffected hereby ? If it reſolves to worſhip 
notwithſtanding, then it is guilty of Preſumption, 
and conſequential Idolatry; and if it refuſes to 
worſhip them, it denies them the Glory that is 
really, though not apprehended to be, pheir due, 
which neceſſarily incurs divine Diſpleaſure. 

AGAIN, that ſuppoſition, that nothing is dis- 

pleaſing to Go p, but what is in our Power to 
avoid, is not to be allowed of, unleſs it can be 
proved, that the habitual Inclination of fallen and 
depraved Nature, to Sin, which is unavoidable, 
is not diſpleaſing to Him. 

AND when it is aſſerted, that ſome Errors, 
which we call dangerous or diſpleaſing to God, 
are not really ſo, becauſe unavoidable to the Per- 
ſon that holds them; this cannot be allow'd, be- 
cauſe falſe Reaſonings may be unavoidable to par- 
ticular Perſons, who cannot ſee the Force of the 
Premiſſes, from whence other Concluſions ought 
to be deduced, and yet the Perſon herein be cul- 
Kpoll This was So Caſe of thoſe with woe the 


reckoned a pernicious 
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Error in theni, for they are diſtinguiſh'd from thoſe 
who are ſaved; and characterized as them that pe- 
ri, br. i. 198989”. ee ee e 
I x remains therefore, that ſome mental Errors 
render Men the Object of divine Diſpleaſure; 
and if any, then ſuch are included, as have been 
before deferib'd: It muſt therefore be concluded 
by thoſe who ſuppoſe that the Sincerity of their 
Enquiries after Truth, exempts them, who hap- 
pen to fall into the greateſt Errors, from the di- 

vine Diſpleaſure; that the Sin which adheres to 
theſe Errors is diſpenſed with, becauſe of the Sin- 
cerity of their Enquiry after Truth. This is aſſert- 
ed by many, with ſo much Aſſurance, that the vi- 
left Abſurdities are charged on the Denial of it, as 
though it contained an Impeachment of the di- 
vine Goodneſs, and argued a Defect in his Govern- 
ment, and repreſented him as dealing with us, an 
ſuch a way, as we wor'd not, nay ought not, to 
deal with any whom we have a Right to give 
Lis. | 

| Tr1s Method of arguing is reducible to one 
general Head, viz. that if a Man ſes his beſt Endea- 
vours to avoid any Error, it ſhall not be imputed 
to him, fo as to involve him in Guilt and Puniſh- 
ment. But if this Propoſition be true, it will from 
hence follow, that rhe moral Impotency of the 
Will to perform thoſe Acts, which are good in 
all their Cireumſtances, exempts from Puniſhment 
otherwiſe due to the Non- performance thereof; 
and then Diſobedience to the divine Law, ſo far as 
the contrary is out of our Power, is no Crime. 
But this ſuppoſes, either that there is no ſuch 
Thing as moral Impotency in Man to what is good, 
or elle that Go p's Right of commanding, or 
eſpecially of puniſhing, in caſe of Default of Obedi- 
ence, muſt ſtand or fall with our Power to perform 
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Bur not to inſiſt on the Abſurdity of this Po- 
ſition, or its opening a Door to Licentiouſneſs; I 
ſhall only obſerve from hence, that if a Defect of 
Knowledge of divine Truth, or the Minds bei 

erverted in ſuch a Manner, as 1s before diſcribed: 
has been proved to be diſpleaſing to Go p, which 
Argument we ſhall not now reaſſume; *twill then 
follow, that though the Sincerity of our Enquiry 


after Truth extenuate, yet it don't render it no 


Crime, and conſequently not puniſhable by Gop, 


in Proportion to its Aggravation, and the Impor- 
'rance of the Truth denied. - _ + 


Bur if it be farther objected, that Go p's 
Right to puniſh, don't neceſſarily infer the Exer- 
ciſe thereof, for then who could be ſaved? 

I ANSWER, that his Right to punyh, and the 
Exerciſe of that Right, are not to — ſeparated in 


thoſe Inſtances, where the Crime and the Puniſh- 


ment are inſeparably connected, in the Nature of 
the T mo Thus, if fo know the only true Go D, ans 

HRIST whom he hath ſent, be inſepa- 
rably connected with the Fruition of Go p, in and 
through a Mediator; and by Conſequence the not 


k knowing this, inſeparably connected with Non-frui- 


tion, then fo far as not to enjoy, is not to be hape 
py, or not to obtain eternal Life; there is from 


the Nature of the Thing, ſuch a Connection be- 


tween the Defect not knowing, c. and the Pu- 
ni ſuhment not enjoying, which is impoſſible to be 
diſſolved; therefore if you ſuppoſe a Perſon not to 
know God and JESUS CHRIST, Sc. G0 
has not only a Right to debar him from the Frui- 
tion of himſelf, but from the Nature of the 
thing, he cannot but puniſh the Perſon, ſo far 


as Excluſion from this Favour, contains in it the Na- 


ture of Puniſhment ; it 1s therefore no. Ground of 


Exemption from it, for any one to alledge, that 


he has endeavoured after this Knowledge; tho* with- 
„„ A00 


(ur) 
out Succeſs, ſince the Bleſſing connected with it, 
depends not on the Endeayouring after, but the 
actual attaining of it. e tn: 

Ir this reatoning be juſt, *twill follow from 
hence, that ſuch Errors as we are conſidering, are 
- puniſhable: But what degree of Puniſhment, be- 
| ſides what ariſes from the Nature of the Thing 
Gop will inflict, I pretend not to know; nei- 
ther does it concern our preſent Argument. | 

Bu r ſuppoſe it ſhou'd be granted, that Sincerity 
in ſome Ia Anees thereof, entitles to, or is connect- 
ed with the divine Favour, and exempts from Pu- 
niſnment; yet ſincere or diſintereſted Endeavours 
to know the Truth, are the loweſt Degree of Sin- 
cerity that can be ſuppos'd ; for in this Caſe there's 
no Temptation to Hypocriſy ; for what Advantage 
can any one propoſe to himſelf, by diſſembling in 
his Enquiries after Truth? Or what remarkable In- 
ſtance of Virtue is there in a Man's endeavouring 
not to impoſe upon himſelf? And ſhall this entitle 
to Salvation, ſo far as knowing the Truth is ſub- 
ſervient thereunto ? | 4 

AN p ſuppoſe farther, that we are ever ſo fincerein 
our Enquiries after the Theory of divine Truth, 
are there not ſome Reſerves of Sovereignty in 
Go p to be allow'd of, fo that he may deny Sue 
ceſs to us if he pleaſes? If not, why is his leading 
into all Truth, or giving us the Knowledge there- 
of, mention'd in ſeveral Places of Scripture, as an 
Inſtance of ſpecial Fayour ? _ 2 

Bur if even this will not be allow'd, may not 
the fncere Enquirer after Truth, be a vile Perſon 
in many other Reſpects, and ſo forfeit the Favour 

leaded for, by thoſs who ſuppoſe Salvation connect- 

d with it? Is there not ſuch a Thing as judicial 
Blindneſs, ſtrong Deluſions, or being left, not forc'd, 
by G0 p to believe a Lie, as the Apoſtle intimates? 
And may not this happen to one, who does not _— | 
2 50 Ch re 
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ſire to deceive himſelf? and may not this be a Pu⸗ 


niſhment for other Sins, which Men are chargea- 
ble with, notwithſtanding the Sincerity of their 
Endeayours to know the 'Fruth?2 © 
Jo what has been ſuggeſted under this Head, 
Imuſt not omit to mention one Scripture, which, 
if duly conſider'd, will ſupport our preſent Argu- 
ment, tho” often brought as an Objection againſt 
it, viz. Titus iii. 10, 11. Where the Apoftle 
ſpeaks of an Heretick,whole Sentiments are charge- 
able with Sin, and for them he is to be rejected 
by thoſe who are Members of a Chriſtian Church. 
*Fis thought indeed by many, that the Perfon here 
ſpoke of, is one who pretends to believe one Doc- 


trine, viz. that which is of a moſt deſtructive 


Tendency, bur really believes another, and there- 
fore is rejected; not for his Sentiments, but his In- 
fencerity, which many ſuppoſe to be the true and 
only Character of an Heretic; and therefore the 
only Reaſon why he is ſaid herein to fin, is be- 
cauſe he is aurozaraxeprO! ſelf-condemned, that is, 
as is ſuppoſed, becaule he knows in his own Con- 
ſcience, that what he maintains for Truth, is an 


Error. | 


Bur to this it may be reply'd, that though all 


muſt grant, that there may be ſome in the World 
who think to find their Account, by gaining po- 
pular Applauſe, or that they may ſome way or o- 
ther ſerve their worldly Intereſt, by propagating 
an Error which they don't really believe ; yet I 
humbly conceive, theſe can't be the Perſons in- 
tended by the Apoſtle in this Scripture, for the 
Heretic is there repreſented as inconſiſtent with 
himſelf ; and the Inconſiſtency or Contrariety of 
his Sentiments is ſuppos'd to be known, and is 
alledg'd as an Aggravation of the Charge, on which 
his Rejefion or Expulſion from that religious Socie- 
ty is founded. But did ever any Man propagate - 
Sh . ole 


9 


". IJ 
one Doctrine, and tell the World he believ d ano 
ther, fo that he might in this Senſe be convicted 
as an Hypocrite? Therefore if the World can't be 
ſuppos'd to know this by his own Confeſſion, and 
the Church cou'd not cenſure him for it, but up- 
on ſufficient Evidence; or if they can't be ſuppos d 
to know it, but by divine Inſpiration, which tis 
true they were favour d with in that Age, in which 
among other extraordinary Gifts, they had that of 
diſcerning of Spirits ; yet tis greatly to be queſti- 
on'd, whether ever they proceeded againſt any one 
by ſuch extraordinary Intimations, without ſome 
apparent matter of Accuſation, which was known 
by thoſe who had not this extraordinary Gift. 
For if they had had a Liberty to proceed againſt 
Perfons in ſuch a way, why did not our Saviour 
reject Judas, who was one of that Society which 
attended on his Miniſtry, when he knew that he 
was ſelfecondemned in a moſt notorious Degree? 
Yet we find he did not, and the Reaſon doubtles 
was, becauſe: he deſign'd that his Church in ſuc+ 
ceeding Ages, ſhou'd in all their judicial Procees 
dings, lay hold of other Evidence, which might 
be eaſily known by all, when they expell'd any 
one from their Commu nion ns Bog 
BESILID ES, if this be ſenſe of the Text, andthe 
Ground on which Perſons are to be rejected, then 
no one can be known to be ſelfcondemnd now 3 
for we have no ſuch extraordinary Intimations 
thereof, ſince miraculous Gifts are ceaſed, and is 
there any thing inſtituted as an Eſſential in the Go- 
vernment of the Church, which could not be put 
in Practice, except in the Apoſtolie Age If 1b, 
then having Recourſe to extraordinary diſcerning 1 

Spirits, as a Foundation of this Procedure, wil 
not ſerve the Purpoſe for which *tis alledg'd. 
IT muſt therefore be concluded, that the Per- 
ſon here ſaid to be /e]f-condemw'd, was not 9 
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ſo, becauſe he pretended to hold that Faith which 


he really deny'd ; but becauſe his preſent profeſſed 


Sentiments contradicted, what he had before pre- 


tended to hold, which was a Term on which he 
was admitted into the Church, and therefore they 
took Cogniſance of his Self-condemnation, in as 


much as his preſent Errors contain'd a Contradic- 
tion to that Faith which he once profeſſed in com- 


mon, with the reſt of that Society, when he was 


firſt admitted a Member of it. 

| $ VIII. 
SINCE every particular Church or Society of 

Chriſtians, is oblig'd to adhere to the moſt impor- 


tant or fundamental Articles of Faith, the denying 


or not believing of them, diſqualifies for Church- 


Communion. In civil Societies every diſtinct Body 
is govern'd by its own Laws, which are ſometimes 


arbitrarily agreed on; in which Caſe they may 
4 at Pleaſure, and an Aſſent to, or Com- 

liance therewith, is ſo far a Term of Communion, 
as it is inſiſted on, or diſpens'd with; in this Caſe 
it is not neceſſary that all the Members ſhould a- 
gree in their Sentiments; ' tis ſufficient if their Ac- 
tions don't tend to ſubvert the Order, fix'd on 
and agreed to by the Body. But ' tis far otherwiſe 
in a religious Society, for that is not only to con- 
form it ſelf to the Laws of Society, contain'd in 
the Law of Nature, whereby the Liberty and 
Rights of Mankind are ſecur'd : But the higheſt 
and moſt valuable Ends are deſign'd thereby, and a 


peculiar Glory is put upon it, in which Reſpect, 


it is diſtinguiſh'd from all other Societies; and thoſe 


Methods of Government wherein it differs from 


them, are to be found only in divine Revelation ; 
from whence we learn, that the diſtinguiſhin 
Character of every Member thereof, is his profe/- 


ſed Subjeftion to CHRIS, and Conſent to be $0- 


yern'd by his Laws contain'd therein this renders 


—_— > Fw _ 

it a Church of CHRIS, without which it would 
not be own'd by him, much leſs entitled to his 
ſpecial Care and Preſence. Theſe Laws which 
have a higher Sanction than what is merely human, 
are ſuch as Men can neither alter nor diſpenſe with, 
by — any into that Society, without inſiſt- 
ing on a profeſſed Compliance there with, as a Term 
of Communion. And they are, in general, ſuch as 
tend to advance the Mediator's Glory, as fit to be 
their King and Lord, who has an abſolute Sove- 
reignty over the Conſciences of Men; this divine 
Glory was aſcrib'd to our Saviour by Peter in his 
Confaſion, Thou art CHRIST, the Son of the 
living GoD; and this, not the Perſon of Peter, as 
Proteſtants generally maintain againſt the Papiſts, 
is that Rock on which, as our Saviour ſays, the 
C dd ot. SS. 
Mok E OVER, thoſe Laws which are immedi- 
ately ſubſervient to Divine Worſhip, which deter- 
mine the Object and Manner how it is to be per- 
form'd, in Compliance wherewith Salvation and 
all divine Privileges are to be expected, they are to 
be ſubmitted to, and whatever Doctrines are neceſ- 
ſary thereunto, are to be known and believed, or 
the End of the Inſtitution of ſuch Religious So- 
cieties cannot be attain d. This a Church is ſuppos'd 
to do, or it forfeits its Relation to, and Intereſt in 
CHRIS r, and all the Glory which is put upon it, 
as a Chriſtian or Religious Society. ws 
AND if the whole Church is oblig'd to embrace 
that which is profeſſedly the common Faith, then 
every Member is oblig'd. This is obvious, for in all 
Societies, eſpecially Where no Diſpenſation is given 
to particular Perſons, that which is a Term of 
Communion to one, is ſo to another, whether the 
qualifying Condition be arbitrarily or neceſſarily 
impos'd. If there be certain Pacta conventa eſta - 
blith'd by Conſent, as in civil Societies, or if ſome 
k > | things 
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things are enjoin'd by the Will of a Legiſlator, 


theſe are equally Terms of Communion to all. 


AND that this holds good in a Religious Society, 
is plain, ſince that is to be governed by certain 
Laws which Cn r18sT has eſtabliſh'd, as neceſſary 
fo attain the moſt valuable Ends of Church- Com- 
munion. Theſe 1 comply'd with 
by every Membet thereof; and indeed, his Relati- 
on to the Society, is an implicit Declaration of his 
Compliance therewith. He is therefore ſuppoſed, 
and does, as it were, profeſs to believe, thoſe Doc- 


trines on which the Church is built, which we 
eall Fundamental Articles of Faith, and are neceſſa- 


ty to the right Performance of that Worſhip, which 
is the higheſt End of Church-Communion. If 
therefore he ſhould r to deny or diſbelieve 
thoſe Doctrines, which he is ſuppoſed, or pretends 
to embrace, he would incur the Guilt of Inſince- 
rity; and the Church at the ſame time, in allow- 
ing him to remain in the fame Relation to it as be- 
fore, would not be altogether Guiltleſls. _ 

Obj. Ir will be objected that a Church, or religious 


Society, may diſpenſe with the Denial of ſome 


octrines in particular Perſons, which the greater 
Number of them embrace: Therefore that which 
is a Term of Communion to one, may not be ſo 
to another; and therefore there is no Inſincerity or 


Guilt contracted on either ſide. And that there 


muſt be a Diſpenſation allowed to ſome for Diffe- 
rence in Sentiments, is plain, becauſe otherwiſe all 
muſt be ſuppoſed to be of a Mind, which can hard- 
y be ſaid of any two Perſons in the World. 

ANS WER, To this it may be reply'd, That 
tho? it. be granted that the Members of a Society 
can't in all chin be of the ſame Mind, ſince Men's 
Sentiments differ as much as their Countenances; 
yet this don't overthrow what we contend for, 
viz. That there ought to be an Harmony or A 
T7 -: e 2, greement 
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N having in all Reſpect 
of Communion. ow my having in peets 
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the ſame Sentiments with every Member of the 


religious Society to which I ſtand related, can's 


be a Term of Communion, ſince it is an impoſſi : 


ble Condition; neither is there any Profeſſion made 
of ſuch an Agreement, nor is it abſolutely neceſſa · 


ry to attain the Ends of Church Communion, as 
that Agreement in thoſe Doctrines which we have 


been conſidering is ſuppoſed to be. The Laws to 


be ſubmitted to, and Doctrines to be embrac'd, 


are ſuch as are not arbitrarily impos d by the Will 
of the Society; in which Caſe they might be diſ- 


pens'd with as to particular Perſons : But ſuch as are 


_ enjoin'd by the Authority aud Will of the Divine 


Legiſlator, which therefore none can diſpenſe with, 


unleſs you ſuppoſe that HE can. And that He can» 


not diſpenſe with thoſe things which are eſſential 
to it, as a Religious Society, appears from their ne- 
ceſſary Tendency to anſwer the great Ends there- 
of, which cannot be anſwer'd any other way, or 
at leaſt we know not of any; and therefore we 


cannot determine what he may or will diſpenſe wich 
as to what relates to thoſe Laws which are ſubſer- 


vent to religious Worſhip. Thus if our owning, 
admiring, and adoring the divine Glory, as diſco- 


vered in Scripture, and attaining Salvation in the 
Way therein preſcrib'd, be the great Reaſon of the 


Inſtitution of Religious Societies, theſe Ends can't 
be arttain'd but by our knowing and believing thoſe 


Doctrines which are ſubſervient thereunto. And 


then the Denial or Diſhelief thereof can't be diſ- 
pens d with; not by Men, for they are not Lords 
of the Divine Law; nor by CHRIS himſelf, for 


he cannot detract from his own Glory. 


Bur this will farther appear, if we conſider a 


Chhurch as a wor ſhipping Aſſembly. All focial Worſpip 
4 ſuppos'd to be uniform, 


eſpecially as to what con- 
2 | cerns 
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cerns the E/entials thereof. For if a —— is not a- 


greed herein, and in particular as to the Perſon whom 
they worſhip, or how and by what Rule it is to be 


perform'd, it is the Seat of Confuſion, and acts not 
as a Body of Chriſtians who approve themſelves 


to Gon, who ſearches the Heart; to whoſe all- ſee- 


HM the Confuſion and Contradiction that is in his 
orſhip, plainly appears, how much ſoever con- 
ceal'd the Sentiments of ſome may be from Men. 
And how little this deſerves' the Name of Religi- 
on, will eaſily be obſery'd ; for what aReproach 
mult it be to a 3 1 Society, if we conſider the 


Conſequence of differing Sentiments, with reſpect 


to Fundamental Articles of Faith, and the Influence 
they have on the Yorſhip perform'd, when one ad- 
vances the Glory of Go, and another at the ſame 
time dethrones and caſts Contempt on Him; one 
worſhips the Son and Spirit, as ſuppoſing the ſame 
divine Glory is due to each of the Per/ons in the 
Godhead; another, as the juſt Conſequence of his 
denying their Divinity, while pretending to join 


in the ſame Worſhip, has a ſecret Abhorrence of 


what they who differ from him are doing, as ſup- 
poſing them guilty of Idolatry. Or if a Church think 


fit to profeſs their Faith, as the Church of England 
does, in a Form of Words which they apprehend 


conſonant to Scripture, as ſuppoſe it be in the 
Words of the Nicene or Athanafian Creed; one 


underſtands it without the Help of Criticiſm, in 
the moſt known Senſe thereof; but another, who 


denies the Faith contain'd therein, as much as he 


abhors the Name of a Creed, is forc'd to uſe abun- 


dance of Evaſions, and diftinguiſh away the Senſe 


of the Words; ſo that while he confeſſes the ſame 


Faith in Words, his Senſe of them is not only con- 


tradictory to the reſt of the Aſſembly, but to 
the common Senſe of Chriſtians uſing the ſame 
Words. ee ee eee 
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As Alx, ſuppoſe one Member of a Religious 
Society owns CHRIST, in worſhipping him as a 
Surety, and to have made Satisfaction to divine 


Juſtice for the Sins of Men, and acknowledges him 


the Lord of our Righteouſneſs; from whoſe infinite 


Merit he expects to obtain Remiſſion of Sins, and 


adores him with the greateſt Thankfulneſs, as hav- 
ing done this for him: But another ſees no Ne- 
ceſſity of expecting Remiſſion of Sins, and Salvati- 
on this way, or of owning him under that Cha- 
racter. Or if, while one prays for the divine Pow- 


er of. the Holy Ghoſt to be exerted as acknowledg- 
ing him to be the Author of Santtification, and a- 


nother thinks there is no need of it, ſince there is 
nothing ſupernatural in this Work which requires 
his Agency; or ſuppoſe one thinks that Divine 
Revelation is the only Rule of Worſhip, and ano- 
ther that natural Religion is ſufficient, and therefore 


that he is not oblig'd to thank Gon for his great 
Favour in giving him the Scripture, how diſplea- 
ſing wou' d ſuch Worſhip be to Gop! How void 


of Harmony! as tho' there was nothing certain or 
determinate in Religion, which muſt be inſiſted on 


as a Term of Chriſtian Communion in thoſe Acts 
of Worſhip; or as tho' Perſons who pretend to 
have Communion with one another, and as ſuch 


worſhip. GoD together, may ſo widely differ in 


thoſe things in which divine Worſhip is ſo much con- 


cern'd ; and yet their Worſhip be irreprovable, and 
the Religious Society that joins together in it, blame- 


leſs. 5 COM a FO 
COR. x 


Tue refuſing to admit, or excluding one who denies 


the moſt important Articles of Faith, from Church 


_ Communion, is not to be reckoned injurious Treatment 


nor charg d on the Church as a Crime. A real Inju- 
ry, which is founded in Injuſtice, does not conſiſt 


in denying a Perſon that which is reckoned a Pri- 


vilege, | 


vilege, but in denying or taking it away, ſuppo- 
tain, that no one has a Right to the Privileges of 
a Religious Society, but thoſe who have a FYarrant 
to claim them from CHRIS, the Lord and Head 
thereof: And we muſt not ſuppoſe that he will 
give ſuch a Marrant or Right to any who are un- 
qualify'd for them. Since therefore the denying Fun- 
damental Articles of Faith, diſturbs the Harmony, 
confounds the Worſhip, ſullies the Beauty, and 
eceaſts a Reproach on a Religions Society, and pre- 
vents the Perſons attaining the End of ſocial Wor- 
ſhip, it muſt needs diſqualify him for Communi- 
on, and argue that he has no Warrant from CHñ RIS 
to claim this Privilege. And therefore, as it would 
be Unfatthfulneſs to him to grant it: So the De- 
nial thereof does not in the leaſt invade the Right 
or Property of the unqualified Perſon, and by 
Conſequence has not the leaſt Appearance of In- 
juſtice, nor ought to be deem'd an Injury, howe- 
ver *tis often reſented as ſu cf. : 
As for Excluſion from Church Communion, this 
may be conſider'd as defign'd to reclaim him who 
is thus dealt with, as well as to aſſert the Honour 
of Curi1sT, whoſe divine Glory he denies; and 
therefore tis an Inſtance of Love to him who is 
turn'd aſide from the Faith which he once pro- 
feſs d. Or if it be conſidered as an Act of Juſtice, 
*tis no other than denying him a forfeired Right, 
which cannot contain in it any thing criminal, for 
by the ſame Reaſon a Religious Society is chargeable 
with a Crime, when it excludes any one from its 
Communion for the vile Practices For tho' the 
Cauſes of Excluſion are various, and one more ag- 
gravated than another, yet they all agree in this, 
that they denominate a Perſon to have no Right 
or Claim to what he is depriv'd of, as being for- 
feited by him : If thereforedenying the — 
| ? g 
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tal Articles of Faith contains in it ſuch a Forfei- 


ture, as has been already proved, this Proceedure 


againſt him is not to be reckon'd injurious. And that 
it don't neceſſarily contain in it an Inſtance of Un- 


charitableneſs, will further appear, if we conſider 
that a Perſon's Welfare in this, and the other 


World, don't conſiſt in, or abſolutely depend on 


his Relation to a Church; there is an higher Tri- 
bunal, at which he is to be tried, and a Righteous 
Judge to whom an Appeal may be made, by whoſe 


Sentence he ſtands or falls. As to what reſpects 


human Cenſures, they don't render a Perſon far- 
ther from the Mercy and Favour of Go p than he 


was before; they carry in them, indeed, the Na- 


ture of a Reproof: Now Reproofs don't increaſe 
a Perſon's Guilt or Miſery, as he is an Offender a- 
gainſt the Almighty, but are rather a Means to ex- 


tricate him from it. And as ſuch Dealings ought 


to proceed with the greateſt Tenderneſs and Com- 
paſſion, without Cenſoriouſneſs in faſtning Crimes 


on him deſtitute of Proof; nor with Malicè and Re- 


venge, as tho' twas not the Cauſe of Gop that 
was herein pleaded ; but with a Spirit of Loveand 
Meekneſs, as defiring nothing more than his Good; 
and if ſo managed they ought not to be deem'd 
Uncharitable, nor exaſperate or draw forth the Paſſi- 
ons of thoſe who fall under them. 
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nd ſhewing what is Uncharitableneſs, &c. 
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APAVING in the frf Part, laid down 


TR % 
N 2 


ſome Propoſitions relating to thoſe Ar- 
ticles of Faith which are ſubſervient 
to divine Worſbip; and ſhewn how the 
| contrary Errors, ſubverſive thereof, diſ- 
qualifie for Church Communion: We proceed to 
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1 conſider 
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conſider the Behaviour of Men towards one ano- 
ther, as conform'd to, or diſſonant from, the Rules 


o Ss 
EN et 
* 


ol Juſtice and Moderation, whereby we may fix a 
= juſt Idea of Charity, and determine who may tru- 


ly be charg'd with making a Breach upon it. - 
Tu iir Debt we owe, as Chriſtians, is to 
Truth, whereby we proclaim His Glory, and teſti- 
fy our Subjection to Him, whoſe revealed Will is 
the Standard thereof. The zext is to Mankind, 


who;have an equal Right to claim the Duties of 


CArity, Mecknefs, and Forbearance from us, as 


þ 


AND ſince Men may beconfider'd undera two- 


fold Capacity; either as Members of a Religious 


$ociety , or as unitei h the common Bond of Huna 
ity , hence ariſes a twofold [Zea of Charity, bc 
of which will come under our preſent Conſidera- 


Wx begin therefore to conſider it as exercis'd 
or neglected by Religious Bodies of Men. Theſe are 
ſuppoſed to embrace the ſame Faith, and to be car- 
Tying on the ſame Deſign, viz. the propagatin 
the Name and Intereſt of Go in the World — 
their common Salvation; and therefore they ought 
to maintain an Unity of Affection, thereby to 
ſtrengthen the Hands of each other, and ſo an- 
{wer the End of their mutual Relation. 
Bur when we conſider the Corruption of hu- 
man Nature, we can hardly ſuppoſe a Religious So- 
ciety, but we muſt allow that there may be Offen- 
ces given by ſome of its Members; and we can 
ſcarce conceive of Men as defective in Knowledge, 
as well as often byals'd by Paſſion and Prejudice, 
but we muſt withal ſuppoſe that there is a Liable- 


neſs to misjudgirig, or raking Offence Where tis 


not really gi i e i $i 
AN ſince we muſt allow the Church a Right 


to judge of the Qualification of its Members for 


* 


that 


_ offend either by corrupt 


eld againſt ſuch, 


dan Raase, ir-will als "Gallons chat ee = 


be miſtaken in judging about Perſons offending, 
whom they apprehend to deſerve Excluſion from 
their Communion; which is the main Ground and 
Reaſon of that 1 GRIPS. $9 which! is often found 
in Religious Societies. 

FIS is more notorious, When they ; preveito 
determine a Man's future State by . preſent Seu- 
timents and Behaviour, and at the ſame time to ſhut 
the Door of the Church, and Heaven it ſelf againſt 


him. This is to deal with Men-as tho' they infal -E 


libly knew the ſecret Counſels of Go p, and who * 
are eventually excluded from his Mercy, which 1s 
certainly beyond our Province to do, ſeeing He 
ves no Account of his Matters to any one; and it 


1s at the ſame time to preclude all thoſe Methods 


which are to be us'd to reclaim, as what muſt ne- 
ceſlarily be vain and fruitleſs, which is contrary to 
the Apoſtle's Advice, 2 Tim. ii. 257. In Meekneſs in- 
ffructiug thoſe that oppoſe themſebves, if Go p, perad- 
venture, will give them Repentance, to the arknow- 
ledging "of the Truth. Muſt we conclude that be- 
_ Gop will not fave a Perſon whilſt led away 
ernicious Errors or Practices, that therefore he 
wil not deliver him from them? Or is there no 
Difference: between what we apprehend to be at 
preſent very dangerous, and what is altogether de- 
When and irretrievable? 
E more common Inſtances of this Temper, 
as diſcovering it ſelf in the private Reſentment of 
particular Perſons, not pretending to a divine Au- 


thority for it, will be conſider'd when we have firſt 


_ 2 View of itas uſher'd in with awful Solemni- 
„and enforc'd with a terrible Sanction, as the 
Aide Act of a Church dealing with thoſe who | 
rines or Practices. 


Trar ſome Inſtances of Reſentment are to be * 
nn that * = 


E mn 


dare to be excluded from Church Communion, has 
been before prov'd; it being the undoubted Right 
of every Religious Society to uſe all proper Methods 
to keep it ſelf uncorrupt: But that which is charge- 
able with Uncharitableneſs is the Abuſe hereof, by 
thoſe who, as it were, ſet themſelves in the Room 


Er TE I OO I nn 


— 


my 2 1 —— R — — = - — * * — K * p 
ERS” * RR FO 9 . . 3 o- 27 wk” " 
. EE wr POL SEL 9 3 3 r ͤ ee IB I 7 5 8 28 W. 2 * 
82 EIS — Ea —_— —— = n — r : 0 « 8 5 — 
— > —— — = 2 > __ — 3 * = 1 E : — n 2 2 SOL IE 
— 2 7 E = —. — 0 l C 
_—_ 2 wy 2 2 =v 2 2 Wn = 2 


— — 
— 
— 


_ — NE - * 3 * 
PR 1 5 N Ea 
ed 2 2 — 
F 


4 
7 * r + 


— - 


— — 
r 


. roo ——— 


5 
5 . 
tis 


— 
—— — 


— 
— — 


— — 


2 5 — — 5 — — — — 1 
. * — a $. RL 4 f ow TT. AT 
P * 2 * 2 * . 
„ „ 5» f 
. — — 
— — 2; - 
> 


ei ARTE. 
4. «.-- . 
n 
* — x 
— — * 


— — nm—_— - — — 


* — — 
* 5 
+ 1 
0 a 
r 
— = 
YI 
9 — K's 
II 


Px * 
22 


r 


— — 
i K 2 
r 
4 . 
— 


— ing nn ne 17* Het 


4 N 
So 
8 

N KS 5 

* bl R 1 
WET " 
. * wi 
'F / 


of CHRIST, take the Scepter out of his Hand, 
or act as tho” they had the Diſpoſal of the State 
of Men in both Wor lde. | 
TIERE Scriptures that are alledg'd to give Coun- 
tenance to this Temper are ſuch as ſpeak of Go D's 
binding or loofing in Heaven, that which is bound or 


Loos'd on Earth; or remitting or retaining Sin, agree- 


ably to the Sentence of the Church: See Mat. xvi. 
19, and Chap. xviii. 18. and John xx. 23. Which 


Texts, if we ſuppoſe they refer to the Sentence 
of Excommunication, = they give no Countenance 


to the Opinion, or Practice founded thereon, of 


thoſe who aſſert the Infallibility of the Church, in 
their Determinations concerning them who offend 


or that Gop is oblig'd to act agreeably to what is 
done on Earth, whether juſt or unjuſt; which 
wou'd diveſt him of his Sovereignty, and argue 
him to be under an Obligation to approve of what 
may be moſt vile, or ſometimes to puniſh what is 
agreeable to his own Will, tho? not apprehended 
{o by the Judgment of the Church. This Miſtake 
has [ed many into unwarrantable Exceſſes in their 
Proceedings againſt Men cnarg'd with perverſe 
Doctrines or Practices. The Church of Rome have 
firſt injuriouſly made Men Offenders, and pretend- 
ed them to be avow'd Enemies to Religion, while 
they have been pleading its Cauſe according to Truth, 
and then dealt with them as ſuch; and when in o- 


ther Caſes the Crimes have been ſuch as that any 


Society pretending to Religion might juſtly with- 


draw from the Perſons charg'd therewith, they 
have notwithſtanding gone b 


eyond their Line, as 
I . 
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maintaining that none who die out of the Encloſure 
of the viſible Church can be ſaved, and concluding 
that GoD will certainly paſs a Sentence agreeabſe 
to theirs. And if the Offender: has not been ex- 
cluded in a formal Proceſs out of the Church while 
living, they excommunicate him when dead, as in 
8 the Inſtance of Bucer and Fugius in England; which 
5 Abuſe crept into the Church about the middle of 
the ſiath Century, being eftabliſh'd by the ſecond 
Council at Conſtantinople, and was two or three 
Centuries before that, a diſputable Point among par- 
ticular Perſons; therefore Chryſoſtom & argues a- 
, gainſt it, and that with juſt Reaſon, alledging, that 
to their own Maſter they ftand or fall; for what 
has a Church to do with thoſe who are no longer 
its Members, nor under its Juriſdiction ? * 
Bur paſſing by this, which is ſo notorious a 
Corruption of Church Diſcipline, we find in the 
carlier Ages of the Church, that ſhe has endea- 
nm voured to render this Sentence formidable by the 
| Anatbemas annexed thereunto, either taken from 
the Fewiſh Form of Excommunication, or from 
thoſe two Places in the New Teſtament, Gal. i. 8. 
| 1 Cor. xvi. 22. where the Word Anathema is uſed, 7 
VIZ. in the one againſt thoſe who preach another | 
= Goſpel, and in the other, againſt thoſe who love not 
7. the Lord Jeſus; to the latter of which Marana- 
e 0 tha is added, to put the Perſon in Mind of the 
„ Lord's coming, when the Threatning contain'd there- 
in ſhall be fully executed. Sets: 4: 
. Bor that we may be a little more particular in 
our Enquiries about the Origin thereof, before we 
FF come to conſider how 'twas abuſed by the Chriſti- 
0 an Church, we may obſerve that *tis doubted by 
4 ſome, whether Excommunication was practiſed by 


* 


* Tom. v. De Anath. Sermo. 1 | 5 
. | f | 1 | the. : 5 


RE the Church: before the Babylonih Captivity; and 
_ theſe ſuppoſe that twas then us'd as a neceſlary | 
Expedient to puniſh thoſe whom they cou'd not 
try and condemn as they had done before, by the 
Authority of the civil Magiſtrate; whereas in fore- 
going Ages, when they were in their own Land, 
and their civil and religious Polity remain d unbro- 
ken, their Eccleſiaſtick and forenſick Laws were 
ſo interwoven, and the ſame Perſons oftentimes be- 
ing Judges of both, that there was no need of 
any Eccleſiaſtical Puniſhments diſtin&t from the 
Bur tho' this be allow'd, yet there are ſome 
Expreſſions in the Books of Moſes, relating to the 
Government of the Church before the Captivity, 
which ſeem to import, that befides the Puniſh- 
ments inflicted by the civil Magiſtrate, for Crimes 
that were againſt the moral Law, or contain'd in 
them a Breach made upon the civil Conftitution, 

which were principally corporal; there was ano- 
ther fort of Puniſhment inflicted, by which Per- 
ſons were depriy'd of thoſe Privileges which were 
more eſpecially Religious, which they were fa- 
vour'd with as a Church under the ſpecial Care of 
God, as his peculiar People. This was inflicted 
for their neglecting to adhere to thoſe Ordinances 
by which they were, in an eminent Degree, diſtin- 
guiſh'd from the World. e PE 
ITE molt general Expreſſion by which the great- 
eſt Puniſhments, whether Civil or Eccleſiaſtical, are 
denoted is cutting off, which is to be taken in va- 
rious Senſes. Thus ſometimes Gop threatens to 
do it immediately himſelf, and that with tome ex- 
traordinary Indications of his Diſpleaſure; Eating 
| Lay wa has this Threatning denounc'd againſt it, 
v. Xvii. 10. J will even ſet my Face againſt that 
Soul that eateth Blood, and will cut him off from a- 
mong his People. And as for thoſe that gave _ 
4 | ee 
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and che People wore: to 
beſides a Ts Peers et ge 
Man, and cut him am am s PE. | 
is — is ſaid of thoſe that urn d after ſuab as 
had familiar Spirits and Wizards, which was a Crime 
that deſery'd Death; and GoD:; threatens to.inflid 
it himſelf, to wit, if the Magiſtrate was negligent 
in performing his . by putting the 2 in 
Execution againſt them, See Levit. xx. 2, 6. In 
this GoD condeſeends to diſplay his Glory in a 
miraculous Way, agreeably to that Form of Go- 
vernment which was Theocratical; and as ſome 
;þ Writers think, he often cut off Perſons by his 
own immediate Hand, for many other Crimes 
which in their own Nature-deſerv'd Death, when 
there was not ſo full a 4 Proof re as to be po- 
niſnable by Men. 


: AGAIN, when it is 8 That Soul ball e cut 
off from among his People, as it often implies a Di- 
rection given to the civil Magiſtrate, in deali 


. with Offenders which deep d eath: 80% I hum 

a bly conceive, it is ſometimes to be underſtood, as 
containing Go p's Warrant and Law. given to that: 
| Church, to ſeparate Perſons from their Gommunion, 
$ 


in Caſes where Death wasnot inflicted by the Hands 

of the civil Magiſtrate; and it is more eſpecially to be 
underſtood in this Senſe, when 'tis threatned as a 

b — Puniſhment for the Neglect of ſome Act of divine 


> 2 Worſhip, or not duly obſerving ſome Rites or Ce- 
71 remonies which were neceſſary to the right Per- 
» 4 formance - thereof; this was doubtleſs a Sin, and 
1 was ſufficient to forfeit the Privilege of being a 
T Member of that Rehgious Society, ſince every one 
L who had a Right to attend on their Worſhip, muſt : 
f perform it — the divine ee 
„ or elſe be excluded from it. Accordingly when 
7 "_ cut off, is threatned for ſuch an Offence 1 e- 5 
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ſpecially if not committed — Fe "ops in 
ontempt of Gop's Inſtitution; in which Caſe ſome- 


times Death was inflicted by the Hand of the civil 
Magiſtrate, as in Numb. xv. zo, to 35.) then the Mean- 


ing thereef is, that he ſhall be ſeparated from the 
Congregation by Excommunication, or declar'd inca- 
pable of joining in thoſe religious Duties which? 
were perform'd by them as à Church, under the 
immediate Government and Protection of the A. 
mighty, inaſmuch as he refuſes to perform them in 
the way which was preſerib'd-by Go p, and prac- 
tiſed by the Church: In this Senſe I conceive it is 


to be taken in Gen. xvii. 14. The uncircumciſed Man- 


child, &c. ſhall be cut -off from bis People, he has 
broken. ny Covenant. They who ſuppoſe that the 


Puniſniment here threatned is Death, are oblig d to 


conclude, that the Man-Child here ſpoke of is one 
that is adult; and if ſuch a one did not willingly 
fubmit to this Ordinance, he was to be cut of; that 
is, ſlain. But 'twill be hard to prove, that ſince 
the Man-Child ſpoke of, v. 12. who was to be cir- 
eumciſed, was one of eight Days old, that in this 

14h v. it ſhould only ſignify one chars is adult. Many 
there are who being ſenſible of this Inconveni- 


ence, in ere. this Scripture, apprehend that 


the Puniſhment of cutting off was not to be inflict- 
ed on the Child being but eight Days old, but on 
the Parent; which muſt be ſappos'd, if by it Wwe 
are to underſtand Death: But if otherwiſe, we un- 
derſtand by it a declaring the uncircumciſed Child 


deprived of the Privileges of an HMraelite, which 


it was to be admitted to by Circumcifion, then tis 
not abſurd to ſuppoſe, that it may be the unhap- 
py Subject 8 in whom there is an Inſtance 
of a Breach made upon Go p's Covenant, thro” 

its Parent's Default, who is, at the ſame time, 


chargeable with Guilt, as being the Occaſion of 
It. | 


Monzoven, 
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.. MoRrEoveR, there are other Inſtances of Pers 
ſons being liable to be cut off from the Church fot 
not obſerving the Laws which were annexed to 
ſome parts of divine Worſhip; as if any orie did 
eat leavened Bread during the Week in which the 
Feſtival of the Paſſover was celebrated, Exod. xii. 19. 
*Tis alſo; threatned, in caſe they attended on any 
holy Ordinances, and in particular on the Sacrifice 
of Peace-Offerings, and eat the Fleſh thereof, being 
unclean, Lev. vii. 20, 21. In which, and ſome o- 
ther Inſtances that might be mentioned, I humbly 
. conceive, that, by a Perſon's 8 cut off,, we are 
to underſtand his being denied the Privileges claim'd 
by the Members of that Church; as, in ſome reſpects, 
every unclean Perſon was, while his Uncleanneſs re- 
main'd upon him. 1 EES 

I M164 further argue, that if a Perſon's bein 
cut oſt, always ſignified his being puniſh'd witl 
Death by the Hands of the Civil Magiſtrate, then 
the Apoſtle Paul, who. uſes the Jewiſih Mode of 
ſpeaking, (and the ſame Word, which we are con- 
| SITS ſo frequently us'd in the Old Teftament) 
Gal. v. 12. I wou'd they were even cut off which 
trouble you, he muſt be ſuppos'd to deſire, or ra- 
ther adviſe, that they - ſhould be cut off by Death; 
which Advice, at that time, was impracticable, con- 
ſidering the poſture of Affairs, when the Civil 
Magiſtrate would not, and the Church could not, 
inflict corporal Puniſhments on thoſe that troubled 
them; therefore the Words contain a Direction 
to them to cut off or ſeparate from their Commu- 
nion thoſe who diſturbed the Peace or Purity 
thereof. This therefore is ſometimes the Senſe of 
that Word in the Books of Moſes; and from hence 
it evidently appears, that the Jewiſh Church 
ractis d Excommunication againſt thoſe who deſery'd 
it, before the Babyloniſh Captivity, tho? free from 
thoſe many Abuſes * which according * 
= T8 the 


the account of Yi 7/riters were introdgc'd by 
That Church in after Times. 
As to their Government during the Captivity, 
fo little is faid of it, that Ithink it can't be deter- 
min'd whether they then practis d Excommunica- 
tion or not. Indeed, in Ezra's Time, after their 
return from Babylon, we read of it with an addi- 
tional Circumſtance, not mention'd any where elſe 
in Scripture, of Confiſcation of Goods attending it; 
thus it was proclaim'd, Eær. x. 8. that whoſoe- 
ver wou'd not come to e to teſtify his 
Conſent to put away the ſtrange Wives, that ma- 
ny of em had married, within three Days, all his 
Subſtance ſhould be forfeited, and He ſeparated from 
the Congregation of thoſe that had been carried away * 
This indeed ſeem'd a new Law, and carried in it 
the Appearance of Severity; but *tis ſufficiently 
plain, that this Conduct ne be juſtified in Ezra, 
tho! it don't follow, that Countenance is hereby 
Sven to the Practice of thoſe who took Umbrage 
from it in following Ages, when adding corporal 
'Puniſhments to Excommunication; for there was 
ſomething peculiar in this Caſe, and he might poſ- 
ſibly be warranted herein, by ſome immediate di- 
vine Intimation relating thereunto. But without 
Having recourſe to that, which is not directly men- 
tion'd in the Text, we may confider, that there 
was an expreſs Law of Go p, which forbad the 
Ifraelites to join in Affinity with foreign and idola- 
trous Nations, Deut. vii. 3. Thou ſbalt not make 
Marriages with them, thy Daughter thou ſhalt not 
give unto his Son, nor his Daughter ſhalt thou take 
unto thy Son. This was the particular Grievance 
complain'd of at that time, and was like to have 
a fatal Tendency to introduce Idolatry into their 
Worſhip, as Nehemiah obſerves it had done in So- 
Jomon's time, occaſion'd by his marrying many 
_ Brange Wives, Chap. xiii. 2y, 26. And tis ob- 
« ſerv'd, 
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7 ſerv'd, that they had not only been guilty of this 
Sin, when their Temptation to it was greater, 


I _ while in Babylon; but even ſince they return'd 
x | from thence. Thus Ears in his Prayer ane 


{les 
it as an Iniquity that abounded at that time, after, 
r they had been bleſs d with ſo eminent a Deliverance, 

s and ſeems jealous of the People's Inclination -tq 
c continue in it, Chap. ix. 10, 13, 14. Beſides this, 
5 we may conſider that He had a very extenſive 
- Commiſſion from Artaxerxes, to inflict ſuch like 


is Puniſhments on thoſe who obſtructed the Work 

b- of Reformation which he was ene in, Chap. 

is vii. 26. Mhoſoever will not do the Law of thy Gon, 

2 aud the Law of the King, let Fudgment be executed 

B ſpeedily upon him; whether it be unto Death, or 10 

it Baniſhment, or to Confiſcation of Goods, or to Impris 

ly WW /onment; the Law of Gop, which was to be ob- 

45 ſerved, it's call'd the King's Law, becauſe its Ob- 

y ligation was to be farther enforc'd by his Autho- 

fe rity; and gra was to vindicate the Honour there. 

al of „by various Methods of inflicting. corporal 

ag Puniſhments, among which, this of Confiſcation of 

{= Goods was one, ſo that herein he did no more than 

li- fulfil his Commiſſion. The Puniſhment indeed 

ut may ſeem hard, bur the thing enforc d hereby was 

n- ſuch, as milder Arguments probably might not 

re have perſuaded them to comply with; and then 

he  Gop's Judgments would have follow'd, till he 

as had conſum'd em, ſo that there ſhould be uo Rem- 

ke nant nor eſcaping. Beſides, the People had before 
zof this Proclamation was iſſued out, covenantedand a- | 
ke greed by Oath, that they would put away their | 
Ce ſtrange Wives; E278 x. 3, 7. Therefore 5 5 he 
ve {aw them, notwithſtanding this, backward there- = 
eir unto, being inveſted with the Authority of a Ma- 

0- _ giſtrate, v. 4. he takes Courage, and iſſues forth 

ny this Order. Tis plain from hence, that this was 

b- an extraordinary Caſe, and therefore when the ſame 

ö MM | F 2 Was 
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was praCtis'd in following Ages, without the like 
Warrant and Occaſion, twould be very hard to 
vindicate the Juſtice thereof. . 

AND this may lead us to conſider the Practice 
of Excommunication among the Jews after Ezra's 
Time, as we have an Account of it from their own _ 
Writers. We find that there were various kinds 
or degrees thereof; * One of which only abridg'd 
the Perſon who fell under it of ſome Privileges 
which that Church enjoy'd, but not of all; and 
this was little more than what the Chriſtian Church 
call'd doprouos, Separatio, Abſtentio, &c. This 
was inflicted for ſome Offences which can hardly 

be call'd Crimes, but as they were deem'd ſo by 
the Pride, Caprice, and undue Reſentment of a 
degenerate, and at that time, in many reſpects, ill 
P eh 

' THE V had alſo another Degree of Excommunt- 
cation , which carried in it more of Terror, by 
- reaſon of the many Anathemas annexed to it, con- 
e eee 


This they call V NI D- denouncing many Curſes againſt 
DUI; ſee Lightfoot, Hor. Heb. him, as tho' they deſign d to 
6 Talm. in 1 Cor. v. 5. where make Anathemas cheap and 
he aſſigns from Rabbinical Wri- contemptible with Men leſs in- 
ters, twenty four Reaſons for clin'd to Bigotry than the moſt 
inflicting this Cenſure, many of 'em were, See a particular 
of which are trifling, and hard- Account hereof in that Chapter 
ly deſerve a Rec ; and, as of Lightfoos now referr'd to, 
that learned Author obſerves, where other things are menti- 
it was to remain in Force thirty ond. that argue a great degree 
Days, during which time, if of Deteſtation, as not only that 
the Perſon repented not, twas they are forbidden to eat or 
to be laid on him thirty Days drink with him, but to come 
more; and after that, in caſe of within four Cubits of him, who 
Obſtinacy, another thirty Days, fell under this Cenſure. 
and then they proceeded to a- This they call M Car- 
not her degree of Excommunication, REM , the ſame which in the 
which they apprehended would Chriſtian Church is calbd Ana- 
terrify him with a Witneſs, by thema. And — "4 


(CF _ 
taining a great Abuſe and Perverſion of the Deſign 
of that Law, relating to the Curſes that were tobe 
denounc'd on Mount '#ha/, mention'd in Deut. 
xxvii. which was not deſign'd as a Form to be us'd in 
Excommunication, but as an Expedient to prevent 
thoſe Sins which expos'd to the divine Wrath. 
And tho' they pretend to have a Warrant for this, 
taken from Deborah and Barak's curſing Meroz, 
Judg. v. 23. or from Foſhua's denouncing a Curſe 
on him that ſhould rebuild Jericho; Foſh. vi. 26: 
yet this does not give Countenance to their Pro- 
ceedings; for certainly we muſt diſtinguiſh be- 
tween Anathemas denounc'd by immediate divine 
Direction, by thoſe who had the Spirit of Pro- 
phecy ; and {ach as were denounc'd by them who 
were altogether deſtitute thereof. 

Tha they practic'd this Method of Excommu- 
nication, by denouncing Curſes againſt thoſe who 


were ſtruck with it, is very obvious te all that 


are converſant in their Mritings; and alſo that 
theſe Execrations were not only denounc'd againſt 
thoſe who had committed the vileſt Crimes, ſuch 
as open Blaſphemy, or Idolatry, Ac. but even for 
Obſtinacy, or Contempt of the /eſſer Excommunica- 
tion before deſcrib'd, which was often inflicted for 
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this Matter, ſuppoſe that they 


had yet a third degree of Excom- 


munication calld NY Schau- 
MATHA, Which they think is 
the ſame with Maranatha. 
Where this Sentence was paſs'd 


the Perſon was deem'd liable to 


temporal and eternal Puniſh- 
ments. But the other, or ſe- 
cond Degree of Excommunication 
is ſo full of Curfing, that little 
more can be added to it; there- 


* 
o 
I 


fore {ame ee 


ScHaMMaTaa is deriv'd from 
SCHAMATH ſeparavit; and ſo it 


is the ſame with the ſerſt Degree, 
call'd, as was before hinted, 

Nippour; and therefore the 
whole of this Matter is con- 
tain'd in what the Chriſtian 
Church calls Excommunicatio Ma- 


or and Minor, But this may 
be left to the Diſquiſition of 
thoſe Criticks who are pleas'd 
with Diſputes about things of 
no Moment. BET 
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: Wiſh, that every thing 


_ (46) S 
very /5zall ones; as for offering an Affront to a 
Hiſe-manT, or Doctor of the Law; or for ſpeak- 
ing diſreſpectfully of Him when dead; or for not 
appearing when ſummon'd to anſwer to any Ac» 
cuſation before an Eccleſiaſtical Court of Judicay 
ture; or even for not paying pecuniary Debts after 


à formal Proceſs in Law TT. 


Tux Curſes they denounc'd * contain'd a horrid 
that is terrible and deteſ- 
ted by Men, or which is reckon'd an uncommon 
Mark of divine Vengeance, might fall upon them: 
They load em with all the Anathemas which Moſes, 
Barak, Eliſha, and others, have laid on thoſe 
who moſt deſerv'd em; and make mention of 
thoſe Names and Attributes of God, which might 
ftrike the greateſt Terror into the Minds of Sin- 
ners; and they deliver'd the Perſon up to be curſed 
by all the Angels, whom they ſuperſtitiouſſy ſup- 
'd to have the Government of the various 
imes and Seaſons, Days and Months of the Year 
that ſo, by their means, he might never ſee an hap- 
py Day in this World: And they yet go further, 
and give him up as one who is to have no part inthe 


7 Thus the Sanbedrim ex- 
communicated the Man, whoſe 
Eyes our Saviour had open'd, for 


ſpeaking without that juſt De- 


eorum and Reſpet to em 
which they expected, Fohn ix. 
27, 34. For it was not becauſe 
he confeſs'd our Saviour to be 
Curisr, purſuant to the Order 


that they had made amongſt 
_ themſelves, v. 22. for he ſeems 
as yet to have been a Stranger 
to him under that Character; 
only he had a Reſpect for him, 


as having wrought this Mira» 


Cle, Verſe 36. See Cocceins ad 
Excerpt. Gem. Sanhedrim, §. IX. 
Tt See Vitringa de Synagoga 
Vet. pag. 745. 2 8 
* See the Form or Inſtru- 
ment us d when a Perſon was 


thus Excommunicated and Ana- 


thematix d, in Seld. de Fure, 
Nat. & Gent. lib. 4. chap. 7. 
and Bzxtorf Lex. Talm. in voce 
CHEREM, ſint ſuper ipſum plage 
magne & fideles morbi magni 
& borribiles, 


Reſur« 


4 


f 8 * 0 
( N : % 


Reſurrection of the Juſt in the next. To this 


height of vile Uncharitableneſs, yea, furious Rage 
and Revenge, was that wretched Generation of 
Men arriv'd, if Credit may be given to their own 
Writers, that give an Account hereofßf. 
©43 AN D as their Execrations were void of all Cha- 
rity and Humanity; ſo their Behaviour towards 
thoſe who fell under em was little better. An 
Inſtance of which we have in that irreconcileable 
Hatred they expreſs d from Generation to Gene- 
ration againſt the Samaritans *, who, as Rabbini- 


tal Writers tell us, were formally excommunica- 


ted and anathematiz'd for their malicious Oppo- 


ſition to the Fews in Nebemiab's Time, and cr} 


Separation from them, when ſetting -up another 


Temple on Mount Gerizim, and eſtabliſhing ano- 


ther Prieſthood to minifter in ir. That this Ha- 
tred between em continu'd to our Saviour s time, 
appears from the Woman of Samaria's Anſwer to 
Him, when defiring her to give him to , drink; 
(whereby it appears, that he did not approve of this 
unwarrantable Behaviour of the 7eus towards 
them) ſhe refers to the moroſe Treatment which 
the Samaritans generally met with from the Jes, 
who would have no Dealings with em, eſpeciall 

in any Inſtances in which the leaſt degree of Friend- 
ſhip or Obligation were contain'd, John iv. 9. 
' How is it that thou being a Jew, aſkeſs Drink of me, 


3 * See an Account of the gion; and, which is more, ex- 
Manner of their Excommunica- cluding them from any Part in 
tion, by ſounding three hundred the Refurrection of the Juſt, 


Trumpets, and bringing forth in .Lighrfoot's Harmony of the four 
as many Copies of the Lawz Evan. Part III, on Fohn iv. 6. 


.and how all were prohibited and 5 271 Account of the 
from converſing with them, firſt Riſe and Occaſion thereof, 
or admitting any of them there inſerted. : 
to be Proſelytes to their Reli- | 
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wbo am a Woman of Samaria, for the Jews have 
»o Dealings with the Samaritan f?? 
AN pafter Chriſtianity took place in the World, 


they turn'd their Artillery upon our Saviour and 


his Followers; to this the Apoſtle ſeems to refer, 
when in 1 Cor. Xii. 3. he ſpeaks of ſome who 
pretended to ſpeak by the Spirit of Go pz and yet 
calld IR Ss Us accurſed; and that they made it their 
conſtant Practice to curſe the Chriſtians in their 
Prayers, as well as common Converſation, is ſuffi- 
ciently evident &. e ne et 
Fus concerning Excommunication, as it was 
practis'd in the corrupt Ages of the Jewiſh Church. 


To this let me add, that there was another ſort 


of Practitioners in this Art of Curfing, tho* much 


inferior to the former, and theſe were the Hea- 


then; whether the Jews borrow'd it from them, 
or they from the Jews, I will not diſpute: That 
the Heathen had Excommunication among them is 
very obvious, and not at all ſtrange, ſince the Lau 


o, Nature ſuggeſts as much, if abſtracted from the 


Abuſe thereof; which we find alſo among them, 
as appears by the various Methods of Execration 
annexed to it, as is obſerv'd by ſome of their own 
Friters FF, who occaſionally takes notice of it. 

Tus much concerning the Origin and ancient 
Practice of Excommunication, before it was received 


* 


JI How far this Rule exten- + Thus Ceſar de Bel. Gal. 
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ded it ſelf, ſee Lightfoot Hor. 


Heb. and Talm, in Folm iv. 8, 9. 

See Buxtorf, Lex, Talm. in 
voce Mix. eternum exitium illis 
imprecantur qui a lege Fudaica 
deficunt ad Chriſtians, and Fuſ- 
tin Martyr, Dial. cum Tipph. 
Ada Alia rag xc rende g UTAH 
ive 3) Tolg an" at.. z 


gives an Account how in the 


Adminiſtration of religious Af- 


fairs by the Druids, among the 
ancient Gauls, they exclad6 
thoſe who refas'd to conform 
to their religious Conftitation, 


from the publick Exerciſe of 


their Worſhip, and particularly 


from attending on their Sacri- 


fices 


y 2 8 Mat. i 4: 
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in the like Form, by the Chriſias Church, which 


we are now to conſider z and one would think 


that this was but a very indifferent Precedent for 


them to follow, which notwithſtanding they did; 


as will appear from what we ſhall take occaſion 


further to Remark, concerning the 4buſe of Ex4 
communication in the early Ages thereof. It muſt ins 


deed be allowed; that their Leal in Defence of the 


Truth and Parity of Religion is in many other In- 
ſtances to be 2 — d: But this Practice of 


affixing - Anathemas to Excommunication cannot be 
reckon'd an Excellency in them; and indeed ſome 


fices, as thoſe who were teck- ons that were obſerv'd in reli- 
on'd among the viler Part of gious Worſhip; and he proceeds 
Mankind; and others were pro- to denounce Curſes againſt him 
hibited from enti ing into their as a wicked and excommunica= 
Houſes, or exchanging a Word ted Perſon, and againſt thoſ& 
with em, for fear of being de- who ſhould entertain or conceal 
Ald; neither were they allow'd him. ne eg 
the Benefit of the Law, nor e 
the common Inſtances of Re- Ti, dd Arft 
ſpect, which others had a Right Mir as urs TEgo Pais 
to. Si quis aut privatus aut pub. www ũ „„. 
licus eorum decreto non ſtetit ſacri- Mir i Os9y tvxairs i, Finer 
ficiis interdicunt, &c. Lib. 6. f. 12. Kowey reit fire Krevicas fu 
That this was alſo practis d Qn 9" wn" oixay reyra; 
among the Grecians, may be in- 


w 4 ry Fig 


ferr'd from what we read in Another Inſtance of this we ; 


 Sophicles, in OIAIN TTT, lin, have in Fuſtin, Hiſt. Lib. v. 
243. & Seq. where he intro- cap 1. vy * an Account 
duces Oedipus, pronouncing this of Alcibiades's 
Sentence againſt any one who divulging the Myſteries of Ceres, 
ſhould refuſe to diſcoyer his and that for this he fell under 
Father's Murtherer, not know- the Difpleaſure of thoſe who 
ing 1908 that himſelf was the had the Management | of the 
unhappy. Man; that no one Affairs of Religion; and accord- 
ſhould entertain or conyerſe ingly tis ſaid, Inde non dum- 
with ſuch an one, or have Com- natum /e tantum verum etiam 
munion with him, in Prayer Diris per omnium ſacerdotum Res 
or Sacrifices, nor ſhould ad- Iigiones devorum cugnouis. 


mit him to uſe thoſe Luſtrati- 8 of 


5 do — 


being accus d for 
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Church's pronouncing an n- + De Ora. Dom. 
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5 (% ; 
of the. Fathers, who, had more Maldneſs in their 


Temper, ſeem to blame it, eſpecially as containing 
Re in its Application ; 


rather to be affixed to, Doctrines than Perfons; or 


at leaſt the Perſon muſt be fappos'd finally. impe- 


nitent, or never diſpos d to embrace the Faith of 


the Goſpel; and therefore they cannot be excus'd 
from. Uncharitablene/s, who have often us'd it with- 
out due Regard had thereunto. Thus tis obſery'd 
by Secrates*, that twas commonly us'd by the 
Church, in the Form of Excommunecation; and to 
render the Sentence more dreaded, as determining 
a Man's State to be hopeleſs, if he happen'd to 
die under the Weight thereof (without conſider- 
ing the Fallibility ot thoſe who pronounc'd it, and 
the Poſſibility of its being miſapplied) ſome have 


A 


explain'd it in ſuch a way, as tho' the fame Re- 


gard was to be paid to it as to a divine Oracle ad- 
judging Men to everlaſting Deſtruction; and 'twas 
to be cntertain'd with equal Dread and Confuſion. 
Thus Tertullian 5 calls it, an Anticipation of the fu- 
ture Fudgment; and Cyprian + ſuppoſes ſuch an one 
Jar from a ſtate of Salvation. | 

AN p ſome have ſuppoſed, that the Perſon when 
excommunicated, was poſſeſſed by Satan, which 
they conclude to be rhe Senſe of the Apoſtle when 
he ſpeaks of delivering ſuch an one unto Satan, in 


1 Cor. v. 7. Of this Opinion is the learned Cave 


+ In loco ſupr. citat.,  * I pol. pro Chr. cap. 39. Sum- 
* Speaking concerning the mum futuri Fudicij prejudicium. 
endum 
thema againſt Neftorins, for his eff & orandum ne dum quis ab- 
Hereſy, ſays, that this was the ffenrus ſeparatur 2 Chriſti corpore 
uſual Form of Excormmunication; procul remaneat à ſalute. FRA, 7 
in like caſes dd #rw Primitive Chriſtianity, Part 
III. Chap. 5. 0 
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who 


. 


been, had they known any 


who argues; that ſince the eee had a Power 
to infliè extraordinary corp 
ſome notorious: Offences, 'a: 'when Peter ſtruck 
Ananias and Sapphira deat zand Paul ſmote Elymas 


the Sorcerer with Blindneſs), therefore it may be 
Concluded, that they ad ky Ye to deliver Men 
over into the Hands of Satan, that he might ac- 
rually fieze and take Poſſeſſſon of them; and there- 


by a mighty Terror might he ſtruck into the Minds 
of Men, who would be afraid to commit thofe 
Crimes whereby they would incur this Cenſure. 
And he further argues, that it was more needed 


at that Time, ſeeing there was a Defect of cruit 


coercive Power; therefore ſince the Magiſtrate took 


no Care to defend the Church, Gon was pleaſed to 

do it in this Method, by granting the Apoſtles 
this extraordinary Gift. 11 | 
Bur I humbly conceive, that there never was 


ſuch a Power granted to the Church, how much 
ra the Neceflity of Affairs ſeem d to require 


That there was no ſuch thing after the Apa- 


2 As, ſeems highly probable, which alſo that 


excellent Author abovementior'd allows; for cer- 


tainly if there had, Juſtin Martyr, who liv'd inthe 
middle of the fecond Century, or Tertullian, i in the 
End of it, or Origen, who liv'd in the beginning of 
the Third, or Cyprian, who flouriſh'd in the mid- 
dle of that Century, would haye taken ſome notice 


of this extraordinary miraculous Puniſhment at- 


tending Excommunication; but they are altogether 
filent about it, which they would hardly have 
thing of it, ſince ſome 
of them ſpeak in ſo awful a Manner concerning 
the Church's proceeding againſt thoſe whom they 


e to deſerve it. And ſome * of them 


8 2 e take 


* Tuſtin Martyr, in car cum Thph. tells the Fews, that the 
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n take notice of Her being favour'd with extmaordi- 


nary Inſtances of Miracles, which, it ſeems, were: 


not wholly ceaſed in their Time, "and aſſign it as 


a confirming Evidence of the Truth of the Chri- 
ftian Religion againſt the Heathen, laying their 
Lives at Stake upon, it, that they ſhould be ena- 
bled publickly to —_ out Devils, * whom their Ene- 
mies worſhipped as Gops, and force 'em to ons 
fels themſelves impure 8 0 who were ready 
quit their Poſſeſſion at the Chriſtians Command, th 
e Name of the true Gop. Thus then BY 18 
fufficicntly evident, that this extraordinary Pu- 
niſhment did not attend Excommunication in the 
Ages imm mediately following the Apoſtles Time. And 


Church in his Time bod the 
Gift of Prophecy; which Eu- 


ſebius in Hiſt. Eccl. L. iv. c. 17. 


takes Notice of; and therefore 


doubtleſs believ'd it to be true 


in Fact (tho it is very much 


to be queſtioned, whether there 


was any ſuch thing in the 
Century, 
liv'd) So Gregory Nyſſen, and 4 — 2 
who liv'd a tle after Emuſebius 
afſert that there were many Ai. 
racles wrought in the third Cen- 


tury by Gregory of Neo-Cæſarea. 
for which Reaſon he is calld 


Thaumaturgius ; tho tis not im- 
probable that they may be im- 
pos d on in ſome things which 
they relate concerning him, e- 

ſpecially when they compare 


him with the A ſtles and an- 
cient Prophets; not exc 25 


Moſes himſelf, in this r 


and tis certain, many thi 


e Maw his ; Miracles, which 
eem too fabulous to obtain Cre- 


dit; yet there is Ground enough 


from all that mw Bay, to „ un 


17 * 


in which he 


: FOANGE (eat; AS. 2 


N Tepi ren. 
been true, Sale who wanted 
neither Malice nor Opportuni- 
e- ty, would certainly have detec- 
ted the Fallacy. And had there 
not been ſuch a Di 
of Miracles i in Tertullian 8 
he would never have appeal'd 
to it, and aſſign d it as a Proof 


EF” that he wrought Gomes 3 
and that therefore in his Time 
they were not wholly ceas d. 
See Greg. Nyfſ. in Vit. Greg. 


_ Thaum. and Baſil de Sp. Santto, 


cap. 29. and Origen. affirms that 
in his Time the Chriſtians had 
a Power to perform many Mi: | 
raculous Cures, and to foretel 


Things t0 2 „See L. 1. ean- 


tra Celſs. 
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of the Truth of the Chriſtian 
Religion. See his Apologet. adv, 
Gentes, T. 23. 
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indeed it does not appear to me; that there was 


it don't follow, that becauſe in two or three In- 
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ſtances corporal Puniſhments were inflicted by 
them for notorious Crimes, in which we have 
no mention of Excommunication preceding, that 
therefore it commonly attended that Eccleſiaſtical 
We: muſt therefore enquire, whether there 
may not be ſome other Reaſon aſſign'd, why the 
Apoſtle orders that the Perſon in the Church at 
Corinth, who had been guilty of ncefi, ſhould be 
deliver'd to Satan, when he gives Inſtruftion con- 
cerning his Excommunication. © I am inclin'd to ac- 
quieſce in the more common Senſe given of that 
Text, vis. That the Perſon who had committed 
this notorious Crime, who was to be caſt out of 
the Church, was ſaid to be deliver'd tio Satan in 
as much as he was left in, or conſign'd over to, Sa- 
tan's Kingdom : Such a figurative way of ſpeaking 
is not uncommon either in ſacred or prophane 
Writers. Moreover, Satan's Kingdom is ſome- 
times oppos'd to CHRISr's; and therefore 'as 
CHRIST is Lord of his Church, they who are 
within its Encloſure, are entituled to His ſpecial 
Care and Protection, as well as govern'd by the 


Laws which he has preſcrib'd. So Satan is de- f 


ſcrib'd *, as the Prince of the Power of the Air, 
 #he Spirit that worketb in the Children of Diſobe- 
dience; the Prince of this World; and the God of this 
Forld; his Empire is call'd the Power of Dark- 
veſs,' Which we are faid to be, deliver d from, when 
Sp open into the Kingdom of CHRIST. Now e then, 
if CHRIST's Kingdom and Satan's are thus oppos'd 
to each other; if CHRIST is faid to reign in his 


bl EIT 7 | s 155 — | 1 on) Las hr” 
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Church, and Satan, by divine Permiſſion, to rein 
over thoſe who are out of the Church, and much 
more over thoſe who are caf# out of it, for Crimes 
containing an open Rebellion againſt the Laws of 
ChRISTͤH; then it is no Impropriety of Speech to 
ſay, that ſuch an one, when caſt out of the Church, 
is deliver d to Satan; that is, his Relation to it be- 
ing diſſolved, he is left in the World or Satan's 
Kingdomz and whereas ſome ſuppoſe, that there were 
other Conſequences which attended this Excluſion, 
viz. that ſuch might be expos'd to a more than ordi- 
nary Degree of Temptation, and many of them 
gen up to the Terrors of their,own Mind, un- 
er a Senſe of Guilt improv'd by Satan againſt em, 
till Gop was pleas'd to interpoſe with his reſtor- 
ing Grace, over-ruling this for their Good: I 
will not deny it, provided it be not extended ſo 
far as to contain any thing extraordinary or mi- 
raculous in it. This I humbly conceive to be the 
Senſe of the Words in this Serigture's and as ſo 
conſider'd, it has a more direct Tendency to anſwer 
the End there aſſign'd; viz. The Deſtruction of 
the Fleſh, that the Spirit may be ſav'd in the Day 
of the Lord Jeſus, than to ſuppoſe a Perſon corpo- | 
rally poſſeſd by the Devil, which if the more im- 
mediate Effect thereof be Lunacy, is inconſiſtent 
with the actings of Grace; or than to ſuppoſe 
that the Perſon thus deliver d to Satan, was fill'd 
with a great degree of Malice and Enmity ſugge- 
ſted by him, which can hardly be reckon'd a 
Means conducive to Salvation, as the Apoſtle ſays 
this Delivery over to Satan was to be look'd upon 
adanprofd amriack. (ones ne 3" 
Bur tho' the Church had no Power to deliver 
any up to be corporally poſſeſſed by Satan, who 
rendred themſelves liable to its Cenſures, yet they 
endeavoured, as was before hinted, co make them 
as much dreaded as was poſſible; ſo that they ſhould 
OT th 5 | conclude 
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(for ſo 'tis: calld) remain upon them. What bur 
this could have moy'd them to appear before them 
in filthy Garments, with Sackeloth and Aſhes, fal- 
ling down at the Feet of the ' Biſhop-or. Preſby- 
ters, and kneeling to the very Laity deſiring their 


Prayers; and this done not only by the common 


People, but Kings and Emperors muſt ſubmit to it? 
The Story of Theodo/ius the Great is well known, 
who after he was excommunicated for having carri - 
ed his Reſentment all the Bounds of Rea» 
ſon and Juſtice againſt the Inhabitants of Theſſa- 

lonica, for killing one of his (General Officers in a 
Tumult,by giving them up tobe murdered and plun- 


dered at Diſcretion by the Soldiery, was forc'd to 
ſubmit to this Diſcipline with uncommon Expreſ- 
ſions of Sorrow, and Plenty of Tears; farſt, im- 


muring himſelf in his Palace, and after that, ſuf- 


fering one of his Courtiers, who offer'd his Service, 


to go and intercede in his Behalf for the Church's 


Reconciliation, and his Re-admiſſion into «ts Commu» 


nion, but to no Purpoſe, till he came in Perſon and 
humbled himſelf to ſuch a Degree as tho” he had 
immediately to do with Gop rather than Men 3 
and this he did, as concluding that ſo long as the 
Doors of the Church were ſhut againft him, he 
was inevitably ſhut out of Heaven, calling to mind 


that Scripture, Mhomſoecver ye ſhall bind an Earth, 


hall be bound in Heaven *. And Euſebius gives an In- 
ſtance of the like Humiliation, in order to obtain 


_ * Theod, Hiſt, Eccl. lib. v. cap. 17. | Is 
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after all obtain'd with 


56) 


the Church's Reronciliarion, tho' i in a Peifori much 
inferior to the former; which, as he 52 3 was! 


6 
ant 


t Difneulty # 


If therefore Excomminication ſtruck ſuch a Ter- 
ror into the Minds of Men, it will naturally lead 
us to enquire whether twas ever inflicted unleſs: 
for the vileſt Crimes, ſuch as were inconſiſtent with 
the Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, or a Right to the 


Favour of Go p and eternal Life. 
IN anſwer to which it uſt be confidered chat 


b the 
which could 


paſs'd this Sentence for Offences 
ardly be call'd Crimes, even for 


what ſcarce deſery'd a Reproof, as will appear 


to any one who conſults 


the Canons of the Coun- 


cils of the antient Church, wherein they not only 
ſuſpended from Church Communion, but did it with 
the Addition of an Anathema, for ſome things 


1 2 60 Hiſt. Eccl. 15 v. 


Cap. ult. 


+ A Suſpenſion of Perſons | 
tend to be given by the ſpecial 


Dictate of the Holy Ghoft. 
is an indefenfible Inſtance of 


from Church Communion, whe-" 


ther for a limited time, or not, 
was often inflicted ' for very 


{mall Crimes: Thus the, Council 
at Elibert in Can. o. ſuſpended 
any one who. ſhould eat with a 


and one of the Gallican 


Few; a 


_ Corncils in the ſixth Century, viz, 


Conc. Matiſconenſ. II. In Can. 15. 


| deterfgine,, that if any Lay-man 45 


meeting a Clergy-man'upon the 
Road, did not pull off his Hat 
and bow to him with the great- 
eſt Degree of Reverence; or i 
being on Horſeback, did not a- 


light off his Horſe to pay. 
that ReſpeWto him, he was to 


be * rom Communion for 


that were below the Church's Notice, and much 
leſs — ſo ſevere a Nr T. This is ſuch a 


vile 


: — 


as Jong a a time as the Biſhop of 5 


the Church to which he belong d 


pleas d; which Decree they pre- 
This 


Pride and Prophaneneſs, as well 
as uncharitable and ludicrous; 
but tis not to be wonder d at, 


when we conſider that *twas in 


a very r e L. of the 
Church. 

And as perſons were oßten 
ſuſpended, ſo ſometimes they 
were anathematiz'd for very 
ſmall Offences : Thus the Council 


if held at Gangra, in the fourth. 


Century, made 20 Canons, to e- 
very one of which an Anathe- 
ma is affixed; and in ſome of 


em An they were diſpleas' * 
with 


* 2 CONES 
6 7 4 LETS A 
8 » i Ty 


(M) | 
vile Proſtitution of, a Word, than which nothing 
is more awful as tis uſed in Serigture; ſo that ſomẽ 
have thought they diveſted it of its common Jaea, 
and made it ſignify no more than a bare Saſpen- 
fon or Excluſion. from the Communion of the Churab, 
which is the moſt favourable Conſtruction that can 
be put upon it; and one would be enclind to think 
Þ 

\ 


ſo, were it only us d occaſionally, in which Caſe t 

might be thought not to be ſo well underſtood as 
f when it is — uſed: But when we find it ſome- 
$ times joined with an Execration, and generally an- 
> nexed to Cenſures denounced for the moſt heinous. 
* Crimes, in which Caſe the Form is, let him be eu- 
N communicate and anathematiz'd, how can we other- 
. wile conclude than that it contains the worſt that 
the Church can do againſt an Offender? Tis true, 
Socrates the Church Hiſtorian, as has been before 
obſerved, ſays, that the Sentence of Eucommunication 
is commonly called Anathema; but he adds, that 
tis ſo called, that is to ſay, an Anathema was 
annexed to it when denounced againſt the firſt. 
Author or Propagator of ſome blaſphemous Here- 
J. And*Theodoret, who explains it as importing, 
that a Perſon is an Alien from the common Body of 
the Church; yet he applies this Explication of it 
to the Senſe of that Scripture where the Apoſtle 


* bo of 


YD GET Wwe: 


with and prohibited, can hardly the Lord's Day; and the fourth 
be prov'd to be contrary to the Council at Carthage, held in the 
moral Law or Rule of the Goſ- fifth Century in Can. 64. declare 
pel; and other things, tho? ſin- a Perſon Who does ſo no Catho- 
ful, don't deſerve Excommuni- lick, which is little better than 
cation, much leſs ſuch an one. to anathematize him. Twere 
An Inſtance among others of endleſs to give Inſtances of this 
their denouncing an Anathema Nature, all which tend rather 
for an Offence that did not de- to expoſe and make the Cen- 
ſerve it, may be ſeen in Can. ſures of the Church contemnd 
18. of that Council, where they than anſwer any valuable End. 
anathematize thoſe that faſt ns In Comment. in 1 Cor. xvi. 22. 
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aas, Let lim rhas louerh nor the Lord Tofu be” 
Anathema Maranatha z which is as muchas to ſay, 
that it imports ſomething which carries in it a b 
ing thruſt out of the Church with ſome uncom- 
mon Marks of Infamy and Diſpleaſure. To this 
it may be added, that tis ſufficiently evident that 
the Uſe hereof in Excommunicatson, was deriv'd 
from the Cuſtom of the Fews, and that it anſwers 
to the Word Cur R x M uſed by them in the like 
Caſe; and what a terrible Idea hy: had of it will 
be eaſily obſerved from what has been before ſug-- 
geſted.” And to all this let me add, that twas ne- 
ver uſed in that which is called the lefſer Eæcom- 
munication; which was inflicted for a certain limit- 
ed Time, and when that twas expired the Perſon 
might be re · admitted i into the Church with much 
leſs Difficulty: If therefore it carries in it the 
Severity of thoſe Erdlefraſtick Cenſures, which were 
entertain'd with the: . Dread and Horror, 
and yet was denounced for ſinall Offences, what cam 
we call thi is but a en Degree of U ntharitable-" 1 
n 
ls ND indeed i it can hardly be deem'd any Piber \ 
if we conſider the Occaſion, tho? the Anathema be 
left out, and only the ieſſer Excommunication de- 
nounced, if we conſider how awful a thing twas 
reckoned by molt in the hu and fourth Centuries 
to be ſeparated from the Church in what Form 
ſoeyer i it was done, as has been before obſerved. 
ANoTHER Reaſon of Perſons being cut of. 
from the Communion of the Church, was their re- 
fuſin give an Aſſent to all things that were de- 
ces in K ome foregoing Councils; in which many 
things were expreſſed in ſuch a way, that 'twas, 
difficult: to underſtand their Meaning; and many 
Cenſures were paſſed by them on Perſons and Things, 
without a due Regard had to Juſtice, or the Me- 
rits of the Cauſe. And whereas they condemned 
2 * 
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to be ſeparate from the Comtnunion of the Church, 
muſt be ſappoſed to be unqualtfied for, as being 
unable to attain the Advantages deſigned thereby: 
And it being an Ordinance in which there is Com- 
munion, it ſuppoſes a Perſon united to that Soci- 
ety where with he communicates; therefore they 


were not to blame for prohibiting an excommuni- 


cate Perſon from partaking of it. But their Cen- 


ſure reach'd farther than this, for they wou'd not 


admit him to join with them in Prayer nor-hear- 


ing the Word f; the former none are to he ex- 


C ed 


* Vid, Conc. Lateran. A. D. Fruſira jam dubitat in cateris 
649. Can. 16. and 17. Juoque conſentire eis & particeps 
1 Thus Firmilian, in his E- eſſe; ut & ſimul cum eis conve- 
piſtle to Cyprian, having com- niat & orationes pariter cum iiſdem 


lain'd of Stephen, Biſhop of miſcaar. vid. Inter Epiſt. Cyp. 7 Fm. 
— his W w- Hereticks to & Tertullian in Apol. . 

Baptiſm, ſays, that he might ing concerning Perſons excom- 
even as well communicate with municated ſays, that they not 
them in other Parts of Wor- only refus'd to admit em to 
ſhip, and particularly in _ join with the Church Ms, + 
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cluded from but Auch as have committed be þ 81 


unto Death, which it is an hard Matter, if WO! 
to determine who have not, as he 


poſſible, for any 


Church had in the firff Age thereof, an extraordinary 


diſcerning of Spi 


rits; 3 1 latter none are to be ex- 


cluded from, for the Heathen were admitted to come 
into the Aſſemblies of the Church, to hear the Word 


in the Apoſtles time; for ſuch were they Who are 


called unlearned, 1 Cor. xiv. 23, 24. 
Bou y there wits another ute of Uncharitablt- 


__ in their Behaviour 


towards thoſe who are 


excommunicated, which is beyond all the reſt, in 
chat ſome have determin'd that they thould not, if 


bak tht they es . no- 
thing to do with them in what 
related 85 Holy Things. And in 
the 45th of the Canons, falſl 

attributed to the Apoſtles, irs he 


-tho' ſpurious, contain doubtleſs 


the Senſe of ſeveral: Councils in 
the third and fourth Centaries ; 
the Compilers thereof depoſe 
and ' condemn thoſe Biſhops, 


Presbyters, or Deacons Who 


fray d with an Heretick; and in 
the 11 Canon, they are threat - 
ned with Excommunication who 
prayd with an excommunicate 


Perſon, or ſo much as ſpake to pa 


him in his own Houſe. 

It will farther appear that 
thoſe who were excommunicated 
were excluded from all Religious 
t7rſhip perform d in the Church, 


if we conſider the Methods us d, 
and the various Steps that were 


taken in order to its being re- 
cohcil'd to thoſe who were caſt 
out of its Communion. At firſt 
they were oblig'd to ſtand with- 
out the Church- Doors (while 

the Worſhip of God was per- 


fer) 1 in the Habit ina TOY 


of Mourners; this they were en- 
join d to da far a certain limited 
time, ix. a Year: or more, accord- 
to the Nature of the Offence. 
T eſe were call'd mpoxAuiorrt, 
Mourners. Then they were ad- 
admitted to hear the Word with 
the Catechumens, and from that 
time they were call d o apo fu erot 
Hearers; and when they had 
continu'd ſome time in this 
Claſs, they were admitted to 
join with the Church in Frayer 
and Singing, and after on to 
rtake of the Lord's Supper: 
This State of Tryal continu'd 
ſometimes ſeveral Months, as The. 
odo/zus the Great ſubmitted to it 
for eight Months, which State of 


'Tryal, and Time of Excluſion, 
was much ſhorter than what 


many were oblig'd to ſubmit to 
who were very often kept out 
of the Church for five or ten 
Years, more or leſs, according as 
the Governors thereof deter- 
min'd. See Theod, Hiſt, 4 in 
Loc, ſupr, citat. 9 

the 
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(585). 


"He Crime was of an extraordinary e be re- 


admitted into the Church, tho” they repented of 


their Sin, but muſt live and die under the Weight 


of this Cenſure * But this was counted very ſe- 


vere, and therefore *twas chougntr fit afterwards a 


little to relax it Þ. 


"Tarwvs we have confderel ſome Inſtances dr this ; 


Rigour and Severity in the Diſcipline of the anti- 


- Church, which notwithſtanding in other Re- 


ects was much preferable to any other Religious 
. in following Ages in their aſſerting and de- 
Dx the Truth 9 f the Chriſtian Religion, and 


Divinity of its Acht againſt a great Vari- 


= of Enemies; and many Have done this with 
uncommon Learning and Judgment; 3 the Steadi- 
neſs and invincible Courage © its Martyrs and 
Confeſſors in ſuffering Reproach and Death for it; 
and their mutual Love, where Hy Occallon did 


not excite their Zeal to ſuch. a Degree as rende ed 
to abate it, was uncommon. | 
W = might have proceeded much farther to eo 


ſider the many corporal Puniſhments inflicted on Of- 


fenders i in following Ages, when the Church grew 


* Thus the Elibertine Coun- 
cil, which was conven'd a- 
bout the Year 305, in ſeve- 
ral of their Canons, determine 
that for ſome Crimes Men 
ſhould not be admitted to the 
Communion of the Church in 
the end of their Lives. Some 
indeed have excus d this rigo- 
rous Sentence, by ſuppoſing that 
they intended no more hereby 
but to. determine that they 


ſhou'd be fill excluded from the 
Lord's Supper, tha” not from the 


Church's Abſolution, if defir'd. 


See Cave's Prim. Chriſtianity, Part 
3: vita 5. Pag. 375- Others 


ſippoſe chat the Church thought 


it neceſſary to deny them a per- 


fect Reconciliation at that time, to 


deter others from committing 


the like Crimes, but that they 


did not intend hereby to ex- 


clude them from the divine Mer- 
cy; which whether they ſhou'd 


obtain or no, remain'd a Secret 
that they did not pretend to de- 


termine. Thus Forbes. _— 


Hit. Theol. Lib. 12. Cap. 3. $.18 

+ This was done in TY 
mous Council at Nice in Conſtan- 
tines Time. See Can. 12. and 


Conc. Carthag. iv. Can. 7 
ne cane. Can. 3. 
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Hall proceed no farther. in 3 2 ol Roma 
on, the. Unchorjeahleneſ , of relic ions Bader Men. 
erte erf ts 5 + 


2 nchariblenel Pt du of 


Men towargs one ngper. | 


TAY NG Heuler d that hers are - mp 

L Eros in Doftrine, which diſqualify for 
Communion, and how we may Judge of 
| and that when Ace tegen A Church may 
. Spe who {e004 Y 7 rom its Communion, 
Nnchar ttablene/s; and if 

Fe born, or may he Ma 
rity, in the Man- 
ae r. 2 6 — pt if To e from Church 
Loprmunion : We now come to conſider this Vic, 


$90 diſcoyering its ſelf in the Behaviour of particular 


er fons towards each other in the more common 


Inſtances thereof. And becauſe the Sentiments, as 


well as the Actions of Men are liable to Cenſure; 


1 tis no leſs offenſive to be deem'd an Heretick, 
1 be charg d with Prophanengſs or Immorality 
onverſation; we ſhall haye ſome Regard to 


bo th, and lay down ſeveral Propoſitions, wh reby 


we may be better able to determine, what may or 


gught not to he deem'd UNDER: 


al 
UNCHARITABLENESS ſuppoſes a Perſon charg'd 


with what is reckon'd Criminal, for it is a tacit 


Accuſation brought in againſt another, which oc- 


L caſic ons an Alienation of Affection, and tends to dif- 


. 


ſalve. | 


; ſolvethe Binds by 
bligd to do thöſe 
the Lawn f Me and Cb Nö diteck- THEE, 
are ſome peculitr Ehdownetits, 'which''wE'e —_— 
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ez 5 * 
hich — ute g 
vices to each 0th Wilen 


art, or ought to Jo potted o Las Men or C = 
aus; that entitle to ſuch a Degree of Lobe as 
Natore'of the Thing requires and to be dene 
of them is attended with \ 
Inftarices-ireckon'd a Crime; ant 10 aer 
Right or Claim to them, efpecially 7” withont 
Reſon,” is prop Unchdrirableneſs IT will fi Ho 
follow, that if th bin bene fipfolette wilt,” 
either has in it 10 Extellency, or to be deſcftüte of 
it, is 20 Reprouch; or if it be what we 'neiftier” 


pretend to, nor belongs to our "Chatattth, them tis 


no Breach of Chir! in any one who will nor al⸗ 
low us to have it. Thus, nce tis nd Difparage- 
ment to a Pihſicias, that he has never read* the” 
potemical Writings of the School-m#9,"not"to 2 
Divine chat he is not vefsd in the Writing 8. of 
— Hippocrater; nor to one wh underftands” 
many other Branches of uſeful Learning, but p We 
tends not to any Skill in the Afarbemutic k, that 
is not able to demonſtrate one Propoſition in ne i 
tis no defect of Charity to Code fd, "As 1g" Te 


 ligious\ Malter, there are ſome Sentiments"or Opi- 
nions Which have ſuch Ideas annexed to em; as 


carry the Appearance of Reproach; and all ground- 
leſs Inſinuations that any one embraces, them, are 
an Inſtance of Uuchartiableneſs: But if 1 it be 20 
Diſbonour either to affifm or deny a Doctrine, then. 


Charity has nothin 55 to do with a Man's Opinion 4 
about it: Or if it be 


reckon'd an Honour to affirm 
what generally paſſes for Truth, tis not deem d 
uncharitable- to conclude that * is on the repu- ” 
table {ide of the Queſtion; tho perhaps! he be not "5 
on the right ſide thereof. Therefore in Popiſ 
Countries tis not reckon d uncharitable to con- 


clude, 
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clude, that a Perſon believes the Doctrine of an- 
ſubſtantiation, or other Doctrines of the Romiſo 
Churab, how abſurd ſoever they appear to thoſe of 
the Reformed Religion; thoꝰ twould be reſented 
as a Crime to charge any with the Belief thereof 
® where that prevails. And if Arianiſim were the 
prevailing Opinion, twould be reckon d no Re- 
proach to deny the Divinity of our Saviour, and 
therefore no Breach. of Charity to charge Men 
with it, how deteſtable ſoever the Error he in it ſelf. 
So that Uncharitableneſs,. as conſidered under this 
Limitation, is a thinking, without  ſuffcient Ei- 
dence, that a Man believes what it is a Diſbonour to 
be thought to believe, who therefore conceals his 
Sentiments till a more fav ourable Opportunityʒ 
E＋yĩ„tf! ld Her 
AND as for what concerns a Man's moral Cha- 
racter, tis no Uncharitableneſs to think him vile, 
who makes no Pretentions to the leaſt Degree of 
Virtue or common Honeſty : But if Men of the bet 
Charafer and ſtricteſt Morals, ſhould reproach one 
another with thoſe Indecencies of Expreſſion, 
which one would rather have look'd for among 
thoſe who bid Defiance to the more polite Me- 
thods of Raillery; this can hardly be excus'd from 
Uncharitableneſs, tho* want of Charity be ofttimes 
the grand Pretence for their taking ſuch a Liberty. 
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WEN an Accuſation is brought in againſt a- 
ny one, tis either /odg'd in our own Breaſt, or diſ- 
cover d to others; and if diſcover d, the Perſon's De- 

gn in reporting it, and the real Detriment re- 

ceiv'd thereby, is to be conſider'd as what will 
render the Guilt of Umncharitablene/ſs much 
reater. The leaſt Degree thereof is indeed a 
rime, tho' no preſent, real, or ſenſible Diſadvan- 
tage may accrue thereby, as it can hardly be up: 5 
4 mw 2 pos'd 
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pos'd to do when our Reſentments are lock'd up 


in our own Breaſt; ſince tis inconſiſtent with that 
Love which is due to others: And how little Pre- 


affions be not under a due Government, it may 


lead us to further Inſtances of injurious Behaviour 
towards them. When the Mind of Man is over- 
charg'd with Reſentment, it is not only fill'd with 


perpetual Uneaſine/5, and proves its o.n Tormenter; 

ut 'tis hard to know where this will end, whe⸗- 
ther it may not grow up to a perfect Exmity, and 
prompt Men to attempt any thing that is injuri- 
ous and unworthy, againſt the good Name and 


Welfare of him whom they hate. And was this 


univerfal, how would the Peace and Happineis of 
this lower World be diſturb'd, and Men but one 
Remove from the moſt envious and miſerable Part 
of the Creation pon eee we Hat. meet 

WIuñd are accountable. to GoD, with reſpect 


to the Fuſtice of our Sentiments concerning Men, 


as ſuppos d to embrace or deny the greateſt and 
molt important Articles of the Chriſtian Faith. 
Tis almoſt impoſſible but, ſo far as we know Men, 


we muſt determine ſomething concerning them, 


which is either attended with Pleaſure or Diſlike ; 
and this is either Good or Evil, as it is agreeable to, 
or recedes from, the Rules of Juſtice. Therefore 
tis not an Inſtance of Uncharitableneſs to think 
that a Perſon is departed from the Faith, no more 
than to ſay that he is guilty of any Action that is 
ſcandalous and vile; provided our Concluſions re- 
lating to this Matter are ftirifly juſt, and founded 
on ſufficient Evidence; this is the only thing that 
will keep us free from the Guilt of Cenſoriouſneſs 
or evil Surmiſing, in this, or any other Caſe, 


where things of a criminal Nature are conceiy'd | 


againſt others in our Thoughts. 
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_ ſoever they may receive from it; yet, if our 
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Hx is therefore chargeable therewith who con- 
cludes a Perſon vile, lays Crimes or Here ſies 
ro his Charge which he pretends not to prove, and 
which he would never have thought of, had he 
not 'been his Enemy; this Charge is therefore 
founded in Malice, and reflects a greater Diſho- 
nour on him that firſt invented, and. reſolves, right 
or wrong, to maintain it, than it does on the Per- 


other Charges, founded not ſo 


TRAA are alſo 
much in Malice as Bigotry, which carry in them 
a great deal of Uncharitablene/s; as if a Perſon is 
not of that Party to which we adhere either in 
civil or religious Matters, then we are ready to 
WE faſten Crimes upon him which have no Foundati- 
1 on but in our own Imagination. This is what 
SY has divided whole Nations, embarraſs'd their Af- 
fairs, and put them into the utmoſt Confuſion 
| it has occaſion'd Schiſins in Churches, and Exceſles 
1 of Paſſion and Reſentment in thoſe who are more 
1 attach'd to their peculiar Humour, or rather un- 
1 der the Influence of others, than inquiſitive after 
| the Reaſon of Things. This, next to ſecular In- 
tereſt, has been the main. Support of the Romiſh 
Church, the Cement that has held them together 
for ſo many Ages. They knew well enough what 
they did when they perſuaded the People to put 
out their Eyes, and believe as the Church believes, 
without being obliged to render a Reaſon. of their 
4 90 Faith; for if they ſhould be too inquiſitive: about 
1 that Matter, twould be the ready way to make 
mY them caſt it off; ſo that nothing more is required 
but that a Man be a Bigot to that Party. And 
the Confequence hereof is the ſame as in all other 
Inſtances of Bigozry, it makes Men ready, when 
the Word of Command is given, to ceniure and 
condemn all others, and to ſpend their Shot on 
thoſe whole Faith they are Strangers W 7 
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they may eaſily be ſuppos d to be, ſince they are 


ſo to their own: r OT Su 1 1 8 
THIS has broke the Harmony of the moſt re» 
formed Churches in the World; -tho'alas!*ris no new 
thing, ſince the Apoſtle Paul ſaw it · ſpring up 
when the Church was in a better Condition than 
now, and reproves their Party-zeal, which 
produced, as he obſerves in 1 Cor. iii. Eavying, 
Strife, and Divifions, tho“ without Reaſon,” ſince 


Paul, Apollos, and Cephas were carrying on the 
ſame Deſign, and preaching the ſame Goſpel, as 


Mini ſters of CHRIST, by whom then believed; yet 


each of them, it ſcems, had his reſpective Admir- 
ers, who could hardly allow common Civility to 


any other. I might further conſider, that this has, 


in all Ages, made ſome conſiderable Numbers of 


Men give in to new broach'd Errors; ſo that there 
ſcarce ever was any new Doftrine advanc'd, but 
ſome have been ready to adhere to it; and then n 
Flame is kindled, and Reproach mutually diſtribu- 


ted till the Peace of the Church is broken; and all 


this ariſes from Mens being firſt inclin'd to believe 


whatſoever they are taught, and then to follow 


the Example and Direction of their Leaders, as to 
Temper and Conduct, towards thoſe who differ 
from them; tho' they have nothing to ſay in the 


Behalf of the Cauſe or Party they adhere to. This 
diſpoſes them, on all occaſions, to declare againſt 


thoſe who cannot think as they do, even in the 
ſmallef Matters of Religion; and all this ariſes from 
a raſh and precipitate Judgment of Men and Things 


not founded in Fuſtice; for which an Account is 
to be given to Him ho judges according to Truth. 


WuxXXI it is morally impoſſible, that we can 


Have ſuſſicient Evidence to ſupport an Accuſation, 
Juſtice and Charity oblige us to exerciſe a _— 
8K | 1 | L 
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of Judgment, and not pretend to aſſert what we 
cannot prove. No one who 1s tender of his own 
Reputation, would in any other Inſtance advance 
an Argument which he knows he cannot maintain 
for this 1s to trifle with Mankind, and betray the 
Truth: Much leſs ought any one who attacks the 
Honour or good Name of another, to load him 
with Charges which he can't make good, which is 
to defame and bear falſe Witneſs againſt him. This 
may. be ſo commonly obſerv'd in Converſation, 
that where one thing ſurmis'd or reported concern- 
ing another is true in all its Circumſtances, an hun- 
dred are (if not altogether falſe and groundleſs) 
ſo perverted, that 'tis difficult to depend on any 
thing related to the Prejudice of another, eſpeci- 
ally if he who relates it, ſeems 


true, if it be not ſo. 


WHEN this ſort of Treatme 


to wiſh it were 


nt extends it ſelf 


to Mens moral Character, then they are ſometimes 
charg'd with any thing that is baſe and vile, and 
that, on no other Ground than uncertain Hear-ſay, 
which ſeldom gives a true Report of Things, 
when it induſtriouſly propagates what makes to 
their Diſadvantage. And to make a greater Im- 
provement on this Subject, how often are the moſt 
ſecret Deſigns of Men pretended to be known, 
and even the Sincerity or Hypocriſy that is in their 
Hearts? Have theſe Men an extraordinary diſcern- 
ing of Spirits, or are they like the Prophet, who 
could tell the Xing of {/rael what his Adverſary 
the King of Syria ſpoke in his Bed- chamber? Or 
have they a greater Penetration into the Deſigns 
of Men, than they have themſelves? who know 
nothing of the Matter, till their Thoughts are 
confidently told by thoſe who pretend to this ex- 
quiſite Knowledge of Things; and they wont ſtick 
far the future when they 


to tell what Men will do 
can't tell themlelyes. © 
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As to Mens Sentiments about important Articles 
of Faith, theſe cannot always be known, and then 
we are not proper Judges concerning them, eſpe- 
cially when for Reaſons beſt known to themſelves, 
they induſtriouſly conceal them, and complain of 


Impoſition and rude Treatment, if _ one deſires 


to be inform'd about them. In this Caſe, to avoid 


_ Uncharitableneſs, we muſt not Violence to 


their Inclination, by needleſs Importunity to obtain 
that Satisfaction which is not to be allow'd; and 
therefore we are not to determine beyond our E- 
vidence. How far we are bound to enquire into 
the Reaſon of Mens being thus cautious, and on 
the reſerve, when the Honour of Go p in the World 
requires a publick Profeſſion of their Faith, or we 
are more immediately concern'd to know it, I ſhall 


not enquire. 


I M16 nT under this Head of paſſing a' Judgment 
on Mens Sentiments without ſufficient Evidence, take 
notice of the raſh and inconcluſive Determinations 
of ſome that profeſs themſelves to be in the new 
Scheme, who take a Liberty to aſſert what I pre- 


ſume they cannot prove, that all the Men of Senſe 
among the Diſſenting Miniſters, are on the Non-ſub- 


ſcribing Side, and that theſe, for the moſt part, give 
in to that Scheme, tho they want Courage to own 
it publickly. This is but a very indifferent Spe- 
cimen of Charity, in thoſe who talk ſo much of it; 
and were there Ground for this ſurmiſe, twould 
give a very melancholly View of things. But Aſ- 


ſertions without Proof deſerve no regard, neither 


is there Ground to ſuppoſe this meerly becauſe they 
are claim'd by them; and tho' I am not authoriz'd 
to give the Senſe of others, I might be bold to 


_ affirm, that to the beſt of my Obſervation, there 


are none of thoſe; who ſubſcrib'd to the Doctrine 
of the Trinity, in the Words of the -firft Article 
of the Church of England, &c. how ſmall a —_ 
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ling ſoever of Charity will be allow'd em, but would 
receive the latter part of the Inſinuation with 
Indiguatiob, ſince there is a vaſt difference between 
not declaring their Faith in the Doctrine of the 
Trinith, and denying it. And if it be preſum'd, that 


a {mall Number of them have too favourable 


Thoughts of the New Scheme, does it follow that 
the greater or beſt part have ſo? - Theſe are Inſtan- 


ces of Injuſtice to Mens Characters in aſſerting 


Things deſtitute of Evidence, in a Caſe wherein 
Szſpenfe of Judgment is the moſt that ſhould be 


. 5 1 — 7 1145 §. v. TY» 4's | e LY 44 g 
Ix a Perſon holds any Doctrines contrary, to the 
moſt impurtant Articles of Faith laid down in Scrip- 


rare, the neceſſary Conſequences of his Errors may, 


without Uncharitablenels, be charg'd upon him, 


if not diſown'd by him; and if they he, theſe: Con- 


ences are notwithſtanding to be charg'd on 


tboſe Sentiments, abſtracting from their being bis, 


and he is not altogether free from the Imputation 
of a Crime. Every Poſition, whether true or falſe, 
has its j#f# Conſequences deducible from it; theſe in- 
deed may not be equally evident to every one, for 
all do not reaſon - alike, and many can't ſee the 
Connection and Dependance of Things, which are 
eaſily apprehended - by others. In this Caſe, tis 
unjuſt to ſay a Perſon holds that which he declares 


| he does not; for if we ſuppoſe. him not to pre- 


varicate (which Charity obliges us to do, unleſs 
there are ſome Circumſtances which give Ground to 
ſuſpect his Integrity) we have no other way to 

a of his Sentiments, but by the Diſcovery he 


makes thereof himſelf: But if he denies the Conſe- 
quence, which ought with the greateſt Reaſon to 
be deduc'd from what he aſſerts; while I am bound 
to ſay, that he argues injudiciouſty, I cannot but 
conclude- alſo, chat his falſe Reaſoning * bo 


i 


bands 


deem'd more or leſs culpable, as it more or lefsaf- 
of Go Do 


fects Religion, or detracts from the Glo 
'Tis true, a Perſon may infer ah Con; 


eue ner 
which argue no more than a. Defect of qudg- 
as When 


ment, or a confus d way of Thinking, 
they relate to Doctrines of no great Moment ; bur 
if they relate to thoſe which be of the 
portance, tis no indifferent Matter re ths; he 


about them; for even his falſe Reaſoning may 
in ſome Caſes be imputed to him as 4 Crime; 


and that either when his Premiſes are true, and his 
Concluſion deſtructive of Religion, or when the 


Premiſes from whence he argues are pernicious, and 
yet the Concluſion he infers from them contains 
an undoubted Truth.. In the former of theſe Caſes, 
ſuppoſe the Premiſes true, and the Condufion fub- 


werfive of Religion, this way of arguing muſt be 


charg'd on him as a Crime. Thus, if he aſſerts 
that Gon is merciful, and infers from thence, that 
Ae is not Juſt; or Fuft, and therefore concludes that 
He is not Merciful; or as Jonah wy he knew 
that GoD was Merciful and ready to forgive the 


Sin of the Ninevites, therefore — 2 wiſeſt 


way to refuſe to obey his Commiſſion to preach to 
em whatever. it might coſt him: Or ſuppoſe a 


Perſon aſſerts tharCnnrismT is Gop, but yet con- | 


cludes, if we may call it a Concluſion, that He i 
not to be worſhip'd; certainly, in ſuch like Caſes, 


Mens falſe Reaſoning don't excuſe them from the 


Charge of Guilt thar attends theſe Conſequences; 
this I ſuppoſe will, without Difficulty, beallow'd. 


But ſuppoſe his Premiſes falſe and pernicious, — 


and the Concluſion illogically deduc'd from 'em, if 


may fo ſpeak, to be true, and tending to eſtabliſh: - 


Religion, yer his Reafoning may be reckon'd cri- 
minal; eſpecially if he be capable of taking in an 
Argument: Thus, if a Perſon ſhould affert, that 
the en or Frame of Nature is Go p, and 


conclude 


ares; thn 


* (#07 © 
conclude from thence, that Go is Omnipreſent, 
or that the divine Perfections may be comprebended, 
and therefore that he is to be /ov'd and worſbip d 
by us; or that the Son and Spirit are inferior Gops, 
dependent on another divine Being, viz. the Fa- 
ther, therefore there is hut one divine Being; or that 
they have divine Perfections, arbitrarily communica- 
ted to em, therefore they. are to be wor ſhip d, tho“ 
divine Worſhip is an aſcribing infinite Perfection 
to its Object: The Concluſion in theſe Inſtances 
is true, but not juſtly deduc'd from the Premiſes 
which are falſe. And is this Man to be excus'd 
who thus argues, becauſe in his way of Reaſon- 
ing a Truth is deduc'd ? this is as tho' Religion ſhould 
be preſs'd or enforc'd by a wrong Motive, or a falle 
Principle laid down as the Ground of a true one. 
He who thus reaſons can not be excus'd from a 
Crime, tho' what he affirms is true; for in this 
Caſe his Ideas of Truth are accidental, ungrounded 
and irrational, which therefore differ but little 
from Error; and therefore tho' the pernicious 
Conſequence of an Error is not to be fo reckon'd 
his, as that he muſt be charg'd with holding it, 
yet in many Caſes he is far from being guiltleſs, ſo 
far as Religion is herein concern'd; in that he does 
not improve his reaſoning Faculty to the beſt Ad- 
vantage, in deducing thoſe 1 which he 
ought, that tend to advance the Name and Glory 
odd 555 Wi „ 
Obj. A Perſon can't help his own Reaſoning. 
ANS WER, True, and if a Perſon ſhould ſay 
he can't help committing Sin, ſhall he for that 
Reaſon be diſcharg'd from the Guilt thereof? bur 
this I need not enlarge on. See Part I. 
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Wx are not to entertain Thoughts of Mens 

having departed from the Faith with any. other 
| 24 | Temper 
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and that teacheth us to pity: the Perſon whole Er- 
. - 255 


rors we deteſt, and not to expreſs our Reſentment 


by endeavouring his Ruin. In this Caſe weſuppoſe 


a War is indeed commenc'd, ſome falling, and each 
fide thinking it ſelf oblig'd to contend earneſtly for the 
Faith But how is this Contention to be manag'd? 
not by invonting and reporting what may tend to ren- 


der our Antagoniſt odious, nor by receiving any Re- 


port of that Nature with an Air of Pleaſure, as 
concluding that thereby his Cauſe is weakened, 


and if he maintains it with the greateſt Strength of 


Argument, yet all he ſays ought to be treated like 
himſelf with Neglect or Contempt: How mean a 
Way is this of engaging againſt the Defenders or 


Oppoſers of Truth ! But alas! tis too common with 


5 


many who have no better Arguments to produce. 
I ,x he, whois on the other fide of che Queſtion, 
be in a publick Station, and therein ſet for the De- 
fence of the Goſpel, how pleaſing a thing it is among 
thoſe who are Maſters of this way of =guing, ro 
have ſome Reproach ready at Hand to load him 
with! *Tis no great Matter whether it be true or 
falſe, .*twill anſwer their End if it be but credited, 


which no doubt it will be by ſome, and fo an 


end will be put to the Diſpute, and he will be 
_ oblig'd to turn his Weapons in his own Defence. 
This is an Expedient for a weak Adverſary to make 


good his Retreat, without acknowledging that he 


is no longer able to maintain his Ground; but tis 
a very diſhonourable way whether it be us'd in Print 
or Converſation. The Preſs is no Stranger to this 
Temper: If any one dares venture to appear in 
publick, he muſt be prepared to run the Gantlope 
of Reproach and Cenſure, if he happens to imbark 
in a, Cauſe that meets with Oppoſition; let him 
but make one remarkable Blunder, (and he's a happy 

Man that don't) if one - his Arguments is mou 


and apparently inconcluſive, then bis whole Per- 
formance is expos'd, and as it were hifg'd out of 
the World; and then let him ſay what he will in its 
Defence, the Cauſe he pleads muitfall to the Ground, 
fic concluditur contra, &c. And ſometimes the Mind 
is poſſeſs d with Prejudice, and the Argument muſt 
needs be unworthy of Regard, becauſe it is ma- 
naged by one who is of a differing Party; for it 
ſeems the whole World is divided into Parties; 
Thus if one pleads, with Juſtice and Strength of 
Argument, in the Behalf of Liberty, he can ſay no- 
thing to the Purpoſe, unleſs he extends his Ideas 
to the very Borders of Free-Thinking and Scep- 
ticiſim, banters the Word Orthodoxy, and main- 
tains, without any Exception, the Innocency of 
Error, and that a Man may lampoon and faty- 
rize the Doctrine of the bleſſed Trinity with Impu- 
nity. Or if any one is branded, tho' unjuſtly, with 
the Character of an /mpoſer or a Creed-maker, which, 
as that Word has been 'explain'd of late, is one 
who pretends to tell others that they muſt believe as 
he does, it 1s in vain for him to attempr any thing 
on the Head of Charity; the Anſwer is ready at 
Hand, it may be, before they know what he has to 
' fay for it, as Jehu reply'd to the King of Ifraels 
Meflengers, I hat haſt thou to do with Peace? 
as tho' it was impoſſible to enter into the State of 
the Queſtion, without extending the Idea of Cha- 
rity to whatever length they who pretend to be 
on the charitable Side think fit. And let a Man 
detend the Doctrine of the Trinity in any other 
way than what is done by thoſe who give in to the 
new Scheme, and immediately he is a Sabellian, and 
only for a Trinity of Names; or if he maintains a 
Trinity of Perſons, then he is a Tritheih. Or if a 
Man is but once ſuſpected of Arianiſin, then let 
him uſe what Doxologies he will, and produce the 
commonly receiv'd Arguments to prove the Divi- 
7-74 N — nity 


_ pant. 


nity of the Son and Holy. Galt, yet he has ſome 


ſecret Reſerve, and is an Arian in his Heart; theſe 


are the various Ways i in Which Uncharitableneſs 


diſplays it ſel. 

- THE common To icks inſiſted on to this pur- 

poſe, are want of Semſs or Learning and therefore 
is not worthy to be diſputed with, or elſe he 


manages his Argument with too much  Jarmth 


and Uncharitableneſs; his Paſſion indiſpoſes him to 
receive Conviction, therefore tis to no purpole to 


diſpute with him, or elſe he is deſtitute of common 


Morales, and therefore not fit to be convers d with. 
Thus ſome Men are diſpos'd to contemn their Ad- 
verſary when they cannot anſwer his . e ag and 
plentifully to deal forth Slander, being to re- 
ceive any Report, how groundleſs ſoever it be, 
which may furniſh him with Matter for that Purpoſe. 

Tris Temper is the Reverſe of what is a part 


of that Deſcription of Charity given by the great 
Apoſtle, 1 Cor. xiii. 6. I rejoiceth not in Tniquity, 


but rejoiet i in HOT Truth * *. «th d. It he R to 
0 5 hear 


i 


1 I am a 1 

ſuppoſe the Apoſtle, by 7 N 
intends no more than common 
Fuſtice between Man and Man; 


yet ſince in the Nem Teſtament 
this Word is often taken for 


the , as 3 E ohm ver. 

| 1 2 2722 15. 2 Tim. 
ii. 18, and c. iii. 7. and in di- 
vers other Places; therefore I 
ſee no Reaſon to conclude that 
it ſhou'd not be ſo'taken in this 
Place. If therefore Thuth is 


taken for the great important 


in the 
whereof 


Doctrines of the 
Succeſs and Spread 


Charity rejoiceth, then when on 
the other Hand tis ſaid not to 


rejoice in Iniquity, * 


K 2 


thy Thoug 


for "that which i 2 contrary to it, 
viz. a' doing Injuſtice - to the 
Name of God, a having unwor- 
hts of his Perfections 
as Ailplay d in the Goſpel: This 


5 ſometimes called in Scripture 


Lye, and that particularly as 
Ned to Goſpel Truth: Thus 
oppord to in Eph. iv. 15. ex- 


| horts Perſons to /peakthe Truth; 


this Truth is that which they 


have been taugle by him, and as: 


it is Jeſus, ver. 21. This they 
exhorted to Lx or de- 


are again 
cording 
. N 


away bing; ver. 27. 


aſſert nothing that is contrary 


thereunto. See alſo 1 John il. 


p 4 but he that 
22, 3 In pe. 


. 


hear that any of his Friends are departed from the 
Faith which they once embrac'd, or if it ſhould 
be inſinuated that the greateſt part of thoſe who 
ſtand upon advanced Ground are departed from it, 

he is far from being pleas'd with the Report; if ill 

rounded, he deteſts it as the vileſt Reproach; or 

if there be too much Reaſon for this eee 
his Soul is griev'd to think that Chriſt's Intereſt 
ſhould be deſerted, and the Hands of thoſe that 
ſtand up for it weakenet. 5 
Ap on the other Hand, with what Delight 
does he behold Truth defended at the Expence 
of all that is dear to them who are truly valiant 
for it! This endears them to him the more, and 

as unwilling that they ſhould ſuffer alone, and think 
themſelves deſerted when they are reckoned Fools, 
or what is worſe, for CyrisT's fake he readil 
hazards his own Reputation, and is content to fall © | 
with them: This is a difficult, but a truly noble 
* of Charity, as rejoicing in oppreſſed 

ruth. e 

vir its Way is ſometimes more eaſy and grate- 

| on it rejoiceth in the Triumphs and Succeſs 

of Truth, when its Enemies are ſilenc'd, if not 
convinc'd by the Brightneſs of its Evidence, its 
Defenders wa. La and the Infection of perni- 
cious Errors abated. This is the Concern of Cha- 
rity, with reſpect to Truth; and the Reverſe here- 
of is highly criminal, and very contrary to a Chri- 
ſtian Temper. 5 X 1 


* 


denieth that Jeſus is the Chriff, Minds, and ſo they apoſtatize 
So 2 Theſſ. ii. 10, 11. They from the Truth; tis this that 
who receive not the Love of the Charity takes no Delight to think 
Truth, i. e. the Goſpel with Love of, and fo rejoiceth not in Ini- 
are given up zo believe a Lyethat quity. FT 
is left to the Error of their own 


. VII. Cua- 
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Cn ARI v is not to be extended to, or with- 
held from Perſons ar Pleaſure, as tho' it were a pre- 
carious Virtue, or to be diſpens'd in a way of Sti- 
pulation, upon the Performance of certain Condi- 
tions which the Perſon that exerciſes it thinks fit 
to acquieſce in: This would 3 it not to be 
founded in Fuftice, but in our arbitrary Will, and 
not to be reckoned as a Debt due to Mankind, 
which we are unjuſt and guilty in the Sight of Gon 
if we withhold; but as an Act of common Favour, 
to be extended to whom and in what way we our 
felves jnag een. 
THEY who are Witneſſes to thoſe Parts of 


Converſation which are much difreliſh'd by Men 
of Temper and Juſtice, will often hear Men, whoſe 
Talent hes that way, charging one another with 
Crimes they never thought of before: But a Deſire 
of making Repriſals renders the Invention fruit- 
ful and flowing; ſo that if one produces, out of his 
Store of Scandal, ſome ill · natur d Compliment, the 
other will immediately return it Lg. him, other- 
wiſe he is outdone, baffled, and put to Silence, 
which he reſolves not to be: This is to act like 
him whom Solomon deſcribes as caſting Fire- brands, 
Arrows, and Death, and ſaith, Am I not in Sport ? 
and this he does not becauſe the Perſon deſerves 
it, but becauſe he provokes to it, which is as much 
as to ſay, if you have a bad Opinion of me, I am 
reſoly'd to have the ſame of you, whether you de- 
| ſerve it or no: But if his Behaviour is kind and 
obliging, then he ſhall have the like Treatment, 
and be entitled to that Charity which he purchaſes 
to himſelf thereby. DT: 

| Ws need not go far for Inſtances of this Na- 
ture, tis too well known that ſome Men have 
entertain'd a Quarrel with each other on the Foot 
of declaring, or refuſing to declare their Faith Fon 


the Do#rine of the bleſſed Trinity, and Reproaches 


haye been diſtributed on each Side; Arianiſi on 


the one Hand, àng Impo/ttion, Perſecution, and de- 
nying the Sufficiency of Scripture, in determining 
important Articles of Faith on the other, have 


o * 


been, and are till reciprocally charg'd. By ſome 


dhe Charge is founded on the Condute of each Side, 
but others aſſign no other Reaſon but what is ve- 
ry weak, viz. your Side have faſtned an unjuſt 


harge ON us, therefore they muſt not take it a- 


miſs if we make Repriſals of that Nature upon 


you: What is this but to reſolve to he uncharita- 
ble, that is, unjuſt to the Characters of Men, if they 
Bur if we ſuppoſe on the other Hand, that Per- 
ſons grow weary of this Temper, and what may 
not Time produce, or rather the good Hand of 
that Providence which reſtrains thoſe Remainders 
of Wrath which he does not deſign to over-rule 
to his own Glory? We willtherefore ſuppoſe Men 
refolv'd to enter into pacifick Meaſures; and, if ſo, 
theſe muſt be ſuch as the Nature of the things in 
Debate require, conſiſting principally ina Demand of 
moral Evidence that the Charges are unjuſt on ei- 
ther Side; and in order. thereunto, tis prepoſte- 
rous to aſſert that there ought to be a Stipulation 
or Agreement to this Purpoſe; that one declare that 
he will not lay any thing to the Charge of the o- 
ther, provided he may have the ſame Treatment 
from him: This indeed might without any Diffi- 
culty be comply d with, were there not other Cir- 
cumſtances attending the Charge on each Side, 
which render it neceſſary that the Juſtice thereof 


be confider'd, ſince the Honour of G op, and Sa- 


tisfaction of the World is concernd therein. And 


beſides, this renders that conditional which is an 


ab/olyte Duty, for I am bound, ſo far as in me lies; 
live peaceably-with all Meu, whether they will or no. 


Ir 


* 


— - - 


ay „ 
Tr aherefore ſome kind Friend would ** | 
an Expedient for Peace, tis not enough for him 
to adviſe one Side to allow their offended Brethren 
to be no Ariaus, MERELY for not declaring theit 
Faith in the Doctrine of the bleſſed Trinity in thoſe 
Words which they thought well choſen, for that * 
will give Gecaßian to ſome uncharitable Standers- 
by to think them ſo for ſome other latent Rea- 
ſon, which the Word MERRLv is ſo far from 
guarding againſt, that it may be underſtood to 
contain an Inſinuation of that Nature; therefore 
this Expedient, as I humbly conceive, with Sub: 
miſſion to better Judgments, would do more hurt 
than good. And on the other Hand, to acquit 
Perſofis from the Charge of denying the Sufficiency 
7 Scripture to determine Articles of Faith, MERELY 
r ſubſcribing to the Doctrine of the Trinity in other 
than Scripture 1 may give Occaſion to ſome 
to think that they deny its Sufficiency for other 
Reaſons; eſpe 8775 ſince *tis generally allow'd: 
em that Akdcles 01 Faith may be dlrermim d by | 
juſt Scripture Conſequences. . From hence it may be 
concluded, that to refuſe to give in to ſuch a Pro- 
poſal ought not to be deem'd on either Side an In- 
{tance o Uncharitableneſs. 48 BY 
Bur if it were propos'd that both Sides ſhould | 
communicate their Sentiments in a Fate and 
friendly Converſation, (which I hope is not 
pos d by their Arguments who ſo ſtrenuouſly dil 
pute againſt declarin "g their Faith in any other than 
| Scripture Words) if to confer together about the 
Doctrine of the Trinity is not by them reckon'd an 
Offence, or to propoſe it as the Subject of Conver- 
fation an Impoſition, and if Perſons will let one ano- 
ther know their Sentiments plainly, which is no 
greater Hardſhip to one Side than the other, and 
tis no more than what moſt Perſons would do; if 


W other Articles of * which few or none de- 
ny 
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ny were made the Subject of Conyerſation; I fay, 
this were done, and *twas happily found that 
each of them agree in thoſe things in which they 
were thought to do before the 5 WA began, or 
if the Difference appears to be only about ſome 
Modes of Explication, whichghave no Tendency to 
overthrow the Subſtance of the Dofirine, then let 
him have the Brand of Uncharitablene/s put upon 
him who is not heartily willing to lay aſide all 
former Prejudices, and purſue thoſe Methods which 
make for Peace, and the rolling away the common 
Reproach, and let him be reckon'd. criminal who 
ſo much as neglects ro give a Check to the leaſt In- 
finuation againſt another, as tho? he was departed 
from the Faith, when he is ſufficiently furniſh'd to 
confute it from what he knows to the contrary, 
Without this, all that any one can reply to ſuch a 
Charge can be no other than this, I x you are 
miſtaken, or I ſhou'd be very glad, were I able, to 
tell you I am ſure you are ſo. | $8." 
Dip I thus know a Man to be free from the 
leaſt Suſpicion of having departed from the Faith, 


I ought to be reckon'd uncharitable if I did not put 


a Stop, as far as it lies in my Power, to any Accu- 
fation of that Nature againſt him, tho' I had Rea- 
fon to conclude that the Perſon whom I plead for, 
through his Miſtake of me, rather than his having 
53 for it, were mine Enemy; for I am oblig'd 
y the Laws of Chriſtianity to do juſtice to thoſe 
that eſpouſe the Cauſe of F'ruth, not becauſe they 
are my Friends, nor as expecting that they ſhou'd 
do the ſame by me, but becauſe the Honour of GoD 
and Religion is concern'd herein, which ought to 
give Laws to my Conduct in this Matter. 
1 2 „ , Rs EE oy . 
CHARIT v is not inconſiſtent with Zeal for 
Truth, tho' often reckon'd ſo by thoſe who are un- 
caly at the Defence thereof, or any n 2 
| | Made 
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made, how juſt ſoever it may be, to the contrary 
Errors. I don't intend, by Zeal, thoſe furious Ex- 
_ ceſſes; of Paſſion which diſturb the Mind, enflame 
the Spirits, and degenerate into Hatred and Fury; 
which Temper is indeed included in the general 
Idea of the Word, but it don't compriſe the Whole 
Nature thereof, for it is ſometimes oppos'd to Zake- 
 warmneſs and Indifferency, which the ſacred Mrit- 
ings every where condemn; and under this Noti- 
on we | conſider it, and in particular as having 
Truth for its Object, and ſuppoſe it to be kept 
within its due Bounds This is certainly conſiſtent 
with Love and Meelneſs; for our Saviour did not 
tranſgreſs the Bounds of Charity when the Zeal of 
his Houſe tranſported him in an uncommon Degree; 


- neither could the Scribes and Phariſees diſcover the 


leaſt Exorbitancy of Paſſion in him, when he fo 
often call'd them Hypocrites; and reprov'd them 
with a Warmth which the Nature of the thing 
requir'd. Nor was the Apoſtle Paul to blame when 
he addreſſes. himſelf to Elymas in ſuch Expreſſions 
as theſe, Acts xiii. 10. O full of all Subtilty and all 
Miſchief, thou Child of the Devil, thou Enemy of all 
Righteouſneſs, when milder Terms would not have . 
reach'd his Caſe. But as for us, we know ſo lit. 
tle of Men, that to be too free in giving ſuch 
Characters might be unwarrantable; notwithſtand- 
ing there is a Zeal which may be expreſſed, while 
we are ſparing in our Reflections on Men whom 
we have to do with: Thü is what I call Zeal for 
Truth, abſtracting from the Per/ons who have de- 
parted from it; and it conſiſts in an argumentative 
Way of defending it, or expoſing the Abſurdities 
of the contrary Errors. This, no doubt, might be 
done, if there were not a Man upon Earth who ' 
eſpouſed em; and this does not neceſſarily infer a 
Deſign to expoſe particular Perſons, what Con- 
ſtructions ſocver ill natur d Cenſure may put upon 


\ 
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particular Perſons, yet while I oppoſe em only as 


imbibing thoſe Errors, and am willing to JW 


whom I oppole; or if I expoſe the 


whatever is praiſe-worthy in their Character, Iam 
far from having any Hatred 3 to them 

Lonſequence 
of their Sentiments, I cannot bereaſonablyſuppos'd 
from hence to deſire, that whatſoever Evil they con- 
tain may fall upon them. Thus I may aſſert an 
Argument to be pernicious in its Conſequences,” and 
yet attempt and hope for the Conviction and Sal- 


vation of him that maintains it; or that a Doctrine 
leads to Licentiouſneſs, and would have that Effect 
on ſome others if holding it, and yet at the ſame 


time conclude that many, who ſee not that Con- 
ſequence attending it, and whoſe Converſation 
evinces the ſame, are far from deſerving the 
Character of licentious or profligate Perſons, eſpe- 
cally if the Conſequence be not neceſſary, ſelf- 
evident, and plainly ſubverſive of all Morality. 

Tris I the rather take Notice of, becauſe 


Men are not inclin'd, as they ought, to do one a- 
nother Juſtice in what relates to Zeal, ſince many 


think that tis almoſt impoſſible for any one to op- 
poſe an Error, but he muſt reflect upon ſome who 
are known to maintain it, which is immediately 
cenſur' d as a kind of Rudeneſs, not to let People a- 
lone who deſire to be undiſturb'd. And if ſome 
Errors are diſtinguiſh'd from others, as being of a 
very dangerous Nature, ſuch as are inconſiſtent with 
#rue Religion under the Direction of divine Reve- 
lation, or having ſuch an Influence as renders our 
Faith, in its various Branches, vain and fruitleſs, as 


the Apoſtle Paul ſays concerning the denying the 


Reſurretftion of the dead in general, and that off 
CHRIST in particular; or if we conſider them 

as being of ſuch a Nature that they refleft on, and 
tend to defame the Name and Glory of 7he you T 
VV on 
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Go p our Sayiour z which is infinitely preferable _ 


to all created Glory, and take the Crown from his 
Head, and argue Him not fit to govern the World 
who is its rightful King; this is fuppos'd by ſome 
to be intolerably warm, and little leſs than to 
revile Perſons whoſe Notions and Temper are bet» 
ter than our own, And if we lament the unhap- 


2 Spread of Arianiſin in a Quarter where twas 


eaſt expected, and with it the Growth of Deiſin; 
then we afflict our ſelves with needleſs. Fears and 
Jealouſies, and at the ſame time endeavour to make 
others uneaſy as well as our ſelves. —_ 

Ir Miniſters bring this Matter into the Pulpit; 


their Zeal, how well qualified ſoever it be, is re- 


8 as inconſiſtent with Charity, and their 


Varmth prejudicial to the Church's Peace; which 


wou'd be eaſie enough, were it not for the Diftur- 


bance it receives from ſuch a Method of preach- 


ing; and if the Word Hereſy is but once nam'd, 
much more if we ſpeak of Men's bringing in dam- 

aable Here ſies in the Apoſtle Peter's Words, con- 
fiſting in denying the Lord that bought em: This 
tries their Temper, and puts em into a Rage, be- 
cauſe we have no more Charity; and if, in the ſame 
Apoſtle's Words, we call the Propagators of theſe 
Hereſies falſe Prophets, and falſe Teachers, and hap- 
pen not to ſubjoin ſome note of Exception, then 
we muſt needs mean ſome of our Brethren who dif- 


fer from us in Matters of Conduct. Or if we ſay, 


according to the Apoſtle Paul's Prediction, that 
ſome have departed from the Faith, giving heed' to 
ſeducing Spirits, and Doctrines of Devils, then we 
mark out particular Perſons, and give 'em hard 
Names; theſe are the Conſtructions which are of- 
ten made of the moſt warrantable Zeal for Truth. 
That there may be juſt Reaſon to blame the impru- 


dent, intemperate, and groundleſs Zeal of ſome, Iwill 


not deny: But certainly it is very poſſible for Men 
1325 : 5 L "SL ; to 
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„ | 
to expreſs their Zeal, on this Occaſion, without giv- 

ing juſt Reaſon for Diſguſt. Why may not this be 

allowed? ſince true Zeal is acknowledg'd by all to 

be very conſiſtent with Charity or Love to Man- 

kind, when any one bears a Teſtimony againſt Vice; 
which we may do, with the greateſt Warmth, and 

at the ſame time not be ſuſpected of being guilty 

aof the Breach of Charity, or the leaſt Degree of 

Malice againſt thoſe whom we think it our Duty. 

to reprove. 7 „ . 

6 FE] 3056 §. IX. 1285 | 

. LuKEWARMNESsS, or want of Zeal for the great 
Dotrines of the Goſpel, is no neceſſary Ingredient in 

true Charity. Here we might take Occaſion to 
conſider the Behaviour of ſome, whoſe natural Tem- 

per enclines them to nothing but Peace, Love, and 

_ Unity, among Men of all Denominations this is their | 
conſtant Theme, and it ſeems to be the greateſt - 
part of their Religion; ſo that they are not much 
concern'd, tho*' Truth in its moſt important Articles 
be in the utmoſt Danger, or ſuffer Shipwrack, if 
this remains ſafe and entire. Theſe are Men who 
cannot breath in any other but a calm and tem- 
perate Air; their Paſſions are not often ruffled, nor 

their Peace diſturb'd by religious Jarrs and Conten- 

tions, than which there is nothing they fly from 
with greater Abhorrence. Happy Temper indeed! 

and much to be deſired, were it not, at the ſame | 
time, «unjuſt to Truth, and did it not make Infringe- '|_ 
ments on that Zeal and Concern which every one 

ought to have far it: But this is certainly a great 
Abatement of its Excellency; and, as ſo qualified, 

we can call it no other than Lukewarmneſs, as to 

that which has an higher Title to our Eſteem, 

ſince divine Truth is a Beam of His Glory who is 

the higheſt Object of our Love. Were theſe Men 

calFd in as Mediators to reconcile the various con- 
tending Parties, their Advice would be ta lay 4 
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all Diſputes, without che leaſt Regard had to the Im- 


portance of the things in Debate; all are good Men 


in their Opinion, therefore what if there be ſome 


little Miſtakes in ſome Men's Sentiments about he 
Divinity of our Saviour and the fHoly Ghoſd, or if 


ſome ſay that they have the ſame divine Nature 
with he Father, and others think that they are a 
little inferior to Him, or that they deriv'd their 


Being and Perfections from him, what doth all this 
avail, ſince all acknowledge that they are Go p, 
and that the Son muſt be worſhipped? that is, we 
muſt acknowledge his Kindneſs, in what he did 


and ſuffer'd for us, and the Spirit may be wor- 


ſhipped, tho' there be no Example or Command 
for it in Scripture, if ſo be we aſcribe: to him the 
Honour that is his due for the kind Offices he 
performs to the Church. And ſuppoſe vou 
don't know one another's Meaning of thoſe 


Scriptures, whieff aſcribe Divinity to theſe 


three Perſons, it is enough if you do but agree 
in Words, and it is beyond Diſpute, that both Sides 
are willing to give their Aſſent to thoſe Scriptures, 
in which this Doctrine is contain'd, as infallibly 
true. Thus we may ſuppoſe theſe Men giving Ad. 
vices for Peace, and as a farther Motive to it, they 
will tell us that Errors in Judgment, whatever they 
be, excepting ſuch as deny the Being of a Go b, 
are not of ſo bad a Tendency as wart of Love to 
one another; therefore we muſt contend at no rate, 
tho? many think there is the greateſt Reaſon for it. 
Were any Texts of Scripture to be given up as ſpu- 


rious, and ſuch as they could readily part with, 


they ſhould be, in their Opinion, thole that adviſe 
to contend earneſtly for the Faith once deliver'd to the 


Saints, or to ſtrive together for the Faith of the Goſ= 


pel, &c. and they are apt to call Zeal, whatever be 
the Occaſion of it, and tho' mixed with Love and 
Compaſſon to Mens Perſans, an angry Temper, "ON 


; 
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we are, by all means, to lay aſide. This is like the 
Advice of ſome good humour'd Men, in Matters 
of common Right and Juſtice, who without con- 
fidering the Merits of the Cauſe, would have no 
Man ever go to Law with another, whatever he 


may ſuffer by it: But were the Cauſe their own, 


they would hardly loſe an Eſtate, which they have 
an apparent Title to, for want of paſſing through: 
thoſe uſual Methods by which it might be tried and 
determined. This Advice hath its Weight only in 
triffing Matters, which no wife Man would be at 
the Trouble to. conteſt; or if Reſpect was only 
had to the Temper with which things ought to 

be conteſted, every one muſt allow that whatever 
the Cauſe be, whether in religious or civil Matters, 
it ought to be managed with a due Temper of Mind, 
diſcharged from that Malice and Rancour which the 
corrupt Nature of Man ſometimes prompts him 
to, as being impatient of Contradiction. 


As for the Do&#rines that we are to contend for, 


' which, uſing the Apoſtle's Words, we may call h 
preſent Truth, they are far from being mere Trifles, 

ſuch as may be received or rejected, and our State 
as Chriſtians not affected thereby; but, as has been 
before conſidered, they are ſuch as ſupport the 
whole Fabrick of Religion; and to be only a Scep- 
tic in them, is to lay the Foundation of perpetu- 
al Uneaſineſs, and to be at a Loſs as to what de- 

ſerves the Name of Religion. Can we therefore 
expreſs a greater Inſtance of our Love to others 
than to attempt their Convictioꝝ If denying thoſe 
Doctrines; or Efabliſhment, if embracing them, e- 
ſpecially when there is the leaſt Danger of their 
being turn'd aſide from them; (in which Caſe it is 
hard that any one ſhould be charg'd with Unkind- 
neſs who warns them of it) he is therefore no 
Friend to Mankind who thinks it needleſs, and 
adviſes Men not to be at the Trouble, to ſearch after 
288 | Truth, 
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Tyath, or who entertains hard Thoughts of any 
who endeayour to enforct it by the juſteſt Methods 
of arguing. To call this a delighting in War and 
Contention, and to exclaim as much againſt it as 
one would do againſt thoſe Exceſſes of Paſſion and 
Prejudice which affect Men's Perſons, as though 
theſe two could never be ſeparated, is to perſuade 
Men to put out their Eyes while the Enemy is 
upon them, or to lay aſide their Weapons in a 
: Time of War. What may Poſterity expect from 
this? our Charity to them will not be much ſeen 
while we are indifferent as to thoſe Truths whick' 
they may, by our Example, be tempted not only to 
difregard, but alſo to deny and wholly to reſect. 
ITpbe Concluſion therefore that may be drawn from 
hence, is evident, viz. that Truth and Love ſhould 
not be ſeparated; ſo that we are not to be indif- 
ferent as to the one, while we are zealous for the 
other. I might ſhew that there is a _ Diffe- 
rence between unwarrantable Zeal for Truth, which 
is for the moſt part attended with Hatred to Mews: 
Perſons; and a ſtupid Indolence and Lalewarmmmſt 
in the Cauſe thereof, joined with a ſpecious Pre- 
tence of our loving all Men: The Medium between 
them conſiſts in our doing what in us lies, as here- 
unto moved by the Law of Love, to preſerve thoſe, 
who are in Danger of m_ aſide from the Faith, 
from this Apoſtaſy, and the {ad Conſequences there- 
of. Ir is Love that is the Motive inducing us here» - 
unto, and that ſhould expreſs it felf with Tender- 
neſs and Compaſſion towards them who are led 
aſide; ſince it is not their Per/ous but their Senti- 
ments that we militate againſt, which we are oblig'd: 
to do to prevent the ſpreading thereof; and there- 
by, as much as in us lies, to guard againſt the In» 
conveniencies which others may ſuſtain thereby: 
By this means we expreſs a due Regard 10 * 


— 
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anda Lowe: to thoſe who are, or may bez inclined 

0 en, from fs at the ſame time. 

E | | 

'T HERE. may be Uncharitableneſs. not Lands in 
their Temper who make it their Buſineſs to re- 
commend univerſal Charity; but this is often diſ- 
cernable in the Manner of their pleading for it. 
That they, who would have us conclude that in 
religious Matters they are entirely Maſters of their 
Paſſions, are not always calm and undiſturb'd when 
treating of em, is too obvious to require Proof: 
And tho' it be no delightful Thing to expoſe hu- 
man Frailty in thoſe Inſtances in which all are lia- 
ble to it, yet Quis tulerit Graccos, &c. We need. 
look no farther to furniſh us with Matter under this 
Head than ſome late Pamphlets, in many of which 
the Authors conceal their Names, probably becauſe 
they can't conceal their Temper; and one wou'd 
be tempted to conclude: that their Stile is a Satyr 
on their Argument, which fo often recommends. 
and urges that which they themſelves at the fame 
time exprels ſo little of. _ 

B u r, not to inſiſt any farther on this Head, let 
us enquire what they mean by uni ver ſal Charity is 
it only this, that we are to perform thoſe Offices 
of Kindneſs which we owe to one another as 
Men, deſiring for them the beſt of Bleſſings, and 
doing what is in our Power that they may attain 
them? In this all are or ought to be agreed, in as 
much as it is, without doubt, a moral Duty; but 
that which they ſeem to contend for, under this 
glorious Character, is, that we ſhould think alike 

of all Men, tho? one embraces what one calls an im- 
portant Truth, and another denies it as an Error; 
and that we ſhould do this more eſpecially with 
reſpect to what concerns their Right to eternal Life, 


or at leaſt to the peculiar Privileges which the Church. 
enj * 
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Jays as a Pledge thereoſ; or more particularly that 
we ſhould think an Arian who ſincerely enquires 
after Truth is in as fair a Way for eternal Life as 
he who hath what we call the juſteſt Notions of 
it; and that therefore we muſt, if we would be 
duly charitable, conclude that he who calls the 

Doctrine of the Trinity an unreaſonable Doctrine, 4 
Fiction of Mens Invention, and therefore he can- 
not worſhip theſe three divine Perſons as we do, 
by Suns them equal Honour, yet we muſt ſupß- 
pole 


5 
- 1 
5 * 
e ” 


that he has.as good aRight to the Privileges 
of a Worſhipper as any other: This Idea of Cha- 
rity we muſt be excus'd from entertaining, and at 
the ſame time hope notwithſtanding that we are 
not defective as to what may truly be call'd ſo; 
for it is a Charity for Mens Perſons, rather than 
their Notions, that the Goſpel obliges us to: And 
as our Love to Men takes its Motive from what is 
moſt excellent or amiable in them, they have cer- 
tainly the greateſt Right to it who walk in the 
Truth, as it is in Jeſus. e 
Ix the Example of thoſe whom we contend 
with about this Matter may be of any Significan- 
cy, or any Regard is to be had to an Argumen- 
tum ad hominem, we may, by comparing their 
Charity with ours, eaſily = who hasmoſt Reaſon 
to bring in the Charge of Uncharitableneſs. No- 
thing is more common with them than to declare, 
and their Practice viſibly correſponds to it, that 
they have Charity for all, but thoſe who have 10 
Charity; that is, for all but thoſe who oppoſe their 
own Scheme of Doctrine; or if they mean by it 
that they hope all may be ſaved in any Religion, 
this is to extend their Charity too far in one 
Reſpect; while, by excluding thoſe from it who 
abhor and condemn their Notions, they contract 
it too much in the other: But if they intend here- 
by that they are _ to expreſs their Love = 


ET. 
the trueſt Inſtances thereof to the Perſons of all 
Men, but ſuch whom they brand with the Cha- 
racter of Uncharitableneſs, then we may boaſt that 
our Charity far exceeds theirs, for in this Reſpect 
it does or ought / to extend it ſelf to all, without Ex- 
ception, even to thoſe who have none for us, tho? 
we are not allow'd to have the leaſt Degree thereof. 
Ay this may lead us to enquire whether, when 
they condemn the Uncharztableneſs of others, they 
don't herein convict themſelves: Are we warm in 
our Temper to a Fault? fo are they; otherwiſe, 
what means their charging our Faith as being un- 
reaſonable, when we adore, and think with Hu- 
mility and Reyerence on what we cannot compre- 
hend. If their CHARIT X fo far exceeds. ours, 
what means that inſulting Sneer which is ſome- 
times obſerved when the Doctrine of the Trinity, or any 
other Doctrine wherein we differ, is publickly aſ- 
ſerted and attempted. to be prov'd, as tho' the 
Muſcles of the Face could: ſupply the Defects of 
the Brain, which is a new Method of anſwering: 
Arguments? Or what that ſarcaſtical Banter on the 
Word Orihodoxy, as tho' there was nothing cer- 
tain in revealed Religion? or if it be our e 
which they intend to expoſe thereby, as ſuppoſing 
that we have no more Right to that Word than 
we have to Charity, all that I ſhall ſay to that is, 
let not him that girdeth on his Harneſs boaſt. as he that. 


putteth it off. 


Bu x paſling this by, as what muſt be expected 
and ſubmitted to from thoſe who have no other 
Conditions of Peace to offer, but our denying the 
Faith which we profeſs, or ceaſing to maintain it, 
cannot conclude this Eſſay without reflecting, 
with ſome Concern, on our unhappy Circumſtan- 
ces, as having not yet found out the wf Peace 
with our Brethren, who, profeſs themſelves to oy 
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many of them, I preſume, have a juſt Regard 
to it as a Doctrine of Importance; there is ſtill a 
mutual Charge of Uncharitableneſ advanced, and a 
Reſervedneſs of - Temper agreeing thereunto. 
Whether this proceeds from a remaining Dillike 
of former Conduct in what relates to thole things 
that firſt occaſioned the Diviſion, or /omething new 
has offer'd, I pretend not to determine; every one 
is Judge of the Matter of his own Reſentment, 
and it may be, one ſees thoſe Occaſions for Eſtrange- 
ment that another knows nothing of, for the Quar- 
rel is now lodg'd in private Hands, and : ceaſes to 
be the Act of any Body of Miniſters, yet tis perpe- - 
tuated in ſuch a way that ſome ſpeak on this Sub- 
ject as tho” they were the Reprelentatives of the 
reſt. And upon the whole, we have but a very 
melancholly Scene of Affairs, eſpecially when things 
proceed ſo far that common Civilities are almoſt 
laid afide, and Party-Zeal, like a Torrent, carries 
down all before it. This indeed is no new thing, for 
we find that the ſame Temper was complain d of 
in Cyprian's Time, in Words too well adapted, as 
it happens to ours, tho' upon a very differing and 
leſs momentous Occaſion *. „ 
Ir I am aſk'd what Occaſion there is for our 
preſent Contentions, it might be eaſily anſwered 
that there can be no juſt Reaſon for them, ſo far 
as they ate managed with cenſorious Inſinuations, 
deſtitute of that Proof which one would expect. 
nor for ſhunning all friendly Converſation, or be- 
ing forc'd to be upon the Guard therein, as tho? 


* Vident C /zil Angeli] diver- diviſis ab invicem nec confabu · f 
fas quorundam mentes, & ſciſſas latio jam poſſit eſſe, aut ſermo 
voluntates, quaſi non tantum communis, Firmil, Cypriano in 


unum, & eundem Dominum Epiſt. 75. : 
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we look'd for nothing elſe but that it ſhould be 
perverted to our Diſadvantage; that part of the 


Controverſy which diſcovers it ſelf in Paſſion and | 


* 


Prejudice can never be vindicated ; But if the Que- 

ſtion be {till urged upon us by thoſe who deſire to 

be ſatisfied what it is that we really contend about, 
whether it be mere Trifles and groundleſs Reports 
which we will not be at the Trouble either to 
confute or receive Satisfaction whether they are 

true or falſe, but chuſe to believe them true, rather 

than demand a Proof that they are ſo: If this be 

the Ground of all; then that Wiſdom and Juſtice, 

by which our Temper ſhou'd be govern'd, will be 

very much call'd in Queſtion: But many, rather 

than think that there is any Defect in this Reſpect, 
will be apt to conclude that there is ſomething 

of greater Importance that lies at the Bottom which 

we are not willing to own : And for their Satiſ- 1 
faction, 'tis pity the thing were not truly ſtated in 
Converſation, that neither Side may be reckoned 
to be what their Soul abhors. There is an eaſy 
Way to prevent the bad Influence of falſe Reports, 
without calling a Synod to cenſure thoſe to whom 
they owe their Original, ſince theſe, with Men 
of Temper and Juſtice, appear and die at the 
ſame time. If therefore our Contentions proceed 
from this Spring, one would think 'twere not dif- 
ficult to compremiſe them: And if ſo ſmall a 
Matter as Mens knowing one another, and diſtin- 
guifhing between what is merely far miſed, and 
what is rue, would heal the Wound, there is no 
one but owes ſo much to the Cauſe of Peace, as 
that he ſhould readily contribute his part to it. If 
the Servants of that angry Courtier mentioned in 
Scripture cou'd give an happy Turn to his Rage 
boy telling bim, that f the Prophet had bid him do 

ome great thing to obtain what he came to him 
2 he would have done it, why may not this ſmall 


| 0 93 0 
Condeſcenſion beus'd to obtain ſy * dls an End. 
as what we'deſire, and allay the Heats that are ay 
mong us. Bur if Providence has'not at preſent a 
Deſign. to grant us this Favour, let the Blame 55 
at his Door who refuſes it, and the Whole Bachs, 
ſome few excepted, be guiltlels. -- . - 5 
I might inſiſt on a far more weighty Aube 
to induce us hereunto, than what is taken from 
the ſecuring the Reputation of particular Perſons, 
who apprehend themſelves injuriouſly accuſed and, 
reproached, ſince it would tend to the Satisfaction. 
of Multitudes who wiſh well to the Intereſt of 
Rel ion in general, and may probably be further 
eſtabliſh'd in the Truth hereby. Some are ready 
to think that whatever Complaints might have 
been made at firſt of Impoſition and Perſecution, 
tho' I am perſuaded nothing leſs was deſign'd, yet, 
if inſtead of putting the worſt Conſtruction on, 
the moſt innocent Actions, both Sides had joined 
together againſt the common Oppoſers of the Faith 
ve profeſs, as it would not have tended ſo much to 
their Diſhonour as to be diſ-united in a time of 
common Danger, ſo it might have been well ac- 
cepted by Him, whoſe divine Glory is called in 
Queſtion; and they who have ſuch low Thoughts 
of Him, would have leſs Reaſon to boaſt of the. 
vaſt Additions made to their Party, which *tis to 
be hop'd notwithſtanding are not ſo - as they, 
imagine who are ſo ſanguine upon the Matter: And. 
if the Moderation of one Side had not ſo much de- 
clined the Zeal of the other, the common Inte- 
reſt of Religion would have been more prov 
moted. 
_ Bur. is there no Hope that twill be otherwiſe? 
Shall Contentions have no End? Will Men bite, 
and devour one another till they are conſumed one 
of another? Shall not Truth and Peace have a freſhy 
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Tus is only knoten to Him who fin abe raping 
of the Sep, and communids u Cam. But we may 
oonclude that things will have a better Aſpeg | 
when Men are brought to a better Temper ; when 
138 Surmiſes are not entertain d to any one's 

Diſadvantage; when Accuſations are not depended 

on as true, without the leaft Attempt to prove 

them ſo; and when, in particular, to lament the De- 

fettion of many from the Faith, and warn People 

of the Danger of Apoſtacy, without the leaſt Sha - 

dow of Reflection on thoſe who ſuppoſe them- 
ſelves aggriev'd thereby, is not calld a 5 for 

Strife, or with a Deſign to keep up the Difference. 

When Perſons no longer bring Charges of this Na- 
rare, without pretending to make them good; or 
when the Imprudence of fingle Perſons in Con- 
verſation ſhall not be imputed to the whole Body, 

or unwary Expreſſions or Actions done with no ill {i 

Deſign ſhall be no longer miſrepreſented, ſo as to ' 

be made to fignify more than what was ever in- 

tended by them. In fine, when Perſons can ſee a 

Neceſſity of coming into ſome Meaſures to pre- 

vent the Growth of Error among thoſe who are 

firſt inclined to conclude that there is not ſo great 

Weight in thoſe Truths which we contend for, 

and then are led to deny em, and afterwards diſ- 

cover ſuch a Warmth of Temper as not to be eaſy, 

Or R good Terms with thoſe by whom they 
are defended: And when the common Intereſt of 

Religion has the higheſt Place in our Affections, 

and s down all Refentments of perſonal Inju- 

Ties, look'd upon thro' a Magnifying-Glaſs, and 

' aggravated to ſuch a Degree as tho' *rwere hard to | | 

invent a Puniſhment equal to the Crime; or to | 

aſperſe and give an unjuſt Repreſentation of our 

Sentiments, which indeed is vile, and not in the 

leaſt to be vindicated, deſerv'd an Excluſion from 

that Charity and Degree of Friendſhip which they. 
abt "IF are 
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our ſelves; when this Femper prevails ameag us, 


and Condu 
wWifhes well to the Intereſt of CHRIST will re- 


by. which we are called; and when Abatements are 


made for human Frailty in others, which ſome- = 


times we cannot but confels we ſtand in need of 


we may hope to ſee. the . pier of that Intereſt 
which is infinitely preferable to all that Honour and 


" Eſteem which, by kalle Suggeſtions, we are e 5 


ble of being robb'd and plunder'd of. 
Bur if this is too great a Bleſſin 58 be ex- 


5 2 if we muſt yet dwell in the es, and 


ruggle with uplurmountable: Dilicukies, „ and 
have things laid to our Charge which we know 


nothing of; if we muſt ſtand alone, and bear the 


Shot of Friends and Enemies; if we mnſt either 
ceaſe to bear our Teſtimony againſt the growing 
Error of the Day, or elſe be reckoned uncharita- 


ble, and charg'd with reviling thoſe whoſe Senti- 


ments we are Strangers to, and therefore can't 
reaſonably be ſuppos d to intend: If we muſt be 
mark*d- out as exerciſing intemperate Zeal, be- 
yond all Bounds of Reafon and Charity, we can 
only commit our Cauſe to Him whoſe 7 Judgment 
is according to Truth; he knows whether any af 
us deſerve that Cenſure, or whether we have nor 
too much Reaſon to blame our ſelves for want of 
Zeal, conſidering the Occaſion there is for it, and 
the Glory of that Cauſe which we are called to 


maintain, whilſt many of us can ſay we know no- 
thing by our ſelves, with reſpe& to want of true: 


Charity to the Oar of all Men: And whatever 
hard — way any may entertain of our Temper 
x vey that every one who. 


joice, when it farther appears, as it does now in 


many Inſtances, that a cenſorious World is as much 


miſtaken in their Sentiments of our Brethren, hen 
it N chem with having: ee from the 
. commun 
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ee Faiths ax they who are! this charged ce 
miſtaken in us when they think we are Enemies 
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to Peace; which I hope we are deſitous to cul- 


Reformation, and Civil Liberties of the Lan 


tivate and maintain upon the 7uftef# Grounds, and by 
our Love to them in the Truth, to approve ourſelves ' 
His Diſciples, who is the wonderful Counſeller, the 
mighty God, the everlaſting Father, the Prince ß 


Peace. 
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In a few Days will be publiſhd ! 
1. A N Expoſition of the old and new Teſtament: 
Wherein each Chapter is ſumm'd up in its Contents; 
the ſacred Text inſerted at large, in diſtin& Paragraphs; 
eachParagraph reduced to its proper Heads ; the Senle ven, 
and largely illuſtrated, with practical Remarks and Ob- 
ſervations. By the late Reverend Mr. MAaTTHEw HEN RT. 
In ſix Volumes in Folio. 2 DG 


2. A Memorial of the Reformation, chiefly in Exgland; 
and. of Britain's Deliverances from Popery and Arbitrary . 
Power, fince that time, to the Year 1719. Containing. 
the State of the Reformation under King Heury VIII, 
K. Edward VI, and Queen El:zabezh; with the Princi- 

ples and Endeavours of thoſe who have from time to 


time ſtood for a further Reformation, as a ſhort Hiſtory 


of Non-conformity : A particular Relation of all the 
Plots and Conſpiracies of Papiſts and others againd the. 
| nie 
ſhort Memoirs of the Civil War in K. Charles Iſt's time; 
and a diſtinct Anſwer to the Queſtion, Who cat off the 
King's Head? By the Reverend Mr. B. BERN T. The {7 
Second Edition, 5 with large Additions. do. P rice 55. * 
. Both printed for JOAN CLARK, &. 4 


* 


1 


